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THE LITTON BOMBING 


Just before midnight on Oct. 14, 1982, the Litton Systems 
of Canadn T.td. plant in Toronto, Ont., suffered approxim¬ 
ately $6 million in damage in a clandestine dynamite at¬ 
tack - one oi the most Uestructive acts of political sa¬ 
botage in North America in recent memory. Litton is an 
American-owned conglomerate that produces a wide variety 
of advanced electronic gear, but was attacked specifical¬ 
ly for its participation in the U.S. Cruise nuclear mis¬ 
sile program. With the aid of some $50 million in Cana¬ 
dian government hand-outs, Litton is producing the guid¬ 
ance system that will enable the Pentagon to unleash this 
first-strike weapon on hundreds of cities in central and 
eastern Europe. 

The Litton plant has been the scene of numerous protest 
demonstrations, some of which have included the use of 
civil disobedience, by Canadian anti-war and ecology 
groups over a two year period. Responsibility for the 
bombing was claimed by Direct Action, the guerilla or¬ 
ganization whose existence first become known when it 
claimed responsibility for the bombing of a B.C. Hydro 
substation five months before. (For the text of the 
earlier communique, see Resistance #4, Fall 1982) 

Injured in the attack were three policemen and four Lit¬ 
ton employees. Direct Action, in tiie communique below, 
accepts its share of blame for the injuries, but points 
out that Litton security guards and the police were in¬ 
excusably slow and inept in responding to repeated writ¬ 
ten and telephoned warnings that the bomb was about to 
go off. Subsequent police investigation has indicated 
that the dynamite may have been detonated prematurelv 
by transmissions from two-way radios used by cops or 
Litton security guards in the area. 

To date, there have been no arrests resulting from either 
the BC Hydro or the Litton bombings, despite the special 
investigations being carried out by RCMP and municipal 
police teams. B.C. Hydro's $125,000 reward for informa¬ 
tion leading to the capture of the bombers of the Cheekye 
-Dunsmuir substation has received no serious takers, 
leaving police to lamely explain, "people's values are 
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probably changing - money doesn't mean as much to them 
anymore." After announcing they were investigating some 
West Coast "anarchist" groups, but coming up with noth- 
ing, the police tried to claim "these groups are as hard 
to infiltrate as the hikers." 

As a result of the Litton action, the mass media have 
started to pick up on the so-called anarchist angle, de¬ 
claring that the tone and sentiments expressed in the 
second communique can be placed squarely in that ideo¬ 
logical camp. Direct Action, as a concept and a philoso- 
pby, has a long tradition in the anarchist movement, 
which has always emphasized the necessity of individuals 
and groups (collectives or decentralized federations) 
solving their own problems without the interference of 
the State or their own "leaders" or "representatives". 
Direct Action can be expressed through violent sabotage 
of property or armed expropriation (bank robbery), but 
it is also found in acts of peaceful civil disobedience: 
in alternative institutions, like co-ops and free 
schools; in self-help and mutual aid projects, as is typ¬ 
ical in the women's movement; and in the wide range of 
militant factory occupations, squatting actions and take¬ 
overs of all sorts. The B.C. Hydro and Litton bombings 
have sparked discussion on this most important topic; the 
current (#15) issue of Open Road, international newsjournal 
will explore it in more detail. Open Road is available for 
$1 from Box 6135, Station G, Vancouver, B.C. Canada. 

STATEMENT REGARDING THE 
OCTOBER 14 LITTON BOMBING 

We claim responsibility for the bombing of a Litton Sys¬ 
tems of Canada Ltd. industrial plant in Toronto, Ontario 
where the guidance system for the Cruise Missile nuclear 
weapons is being produced. 

We sincerely regret that any injuries occurred as a re¬ 
sult of this action. We never intended any harm to come 
to anyone - especially the workers at Litton - but in¬ 
stead, we took great care in preparing what we seriously 
assumed were adequate precautions to ensure the safety of 
all people in the area. Unfortunately, this did not turn 
out to be the case. 


2 


We do not regret, however, our decision to attempt to 
sabotage the production of the Cruise Missile's guidance 
"brain". We only claim in all honesty that this action 
was never meant to be an act of terrorism. We were not 
trying to threaten or kill the workers or executives of 
Litton Systems. We were attempting to destroy part of an 
industrial facility that produces machinery for mass 
murder. We wanted to blow up as much of that technology 
of death as possible. 

Accidents happen; no systems or people are infallible. 

For us, however, this fact of life in no way excuses us 
for mistakes that we made which contributed to causing 
injury in this action. We only pose these simple ques¬ 
tions to put this tragedy into proper perspective. How 
many hundreds of times have entire populations been only 
minutes from annihilation due to nuclear war computer 
systems' malfunctions? How many thousands will suffer 
from cancer-related diseases because of breakdowns at 
nuclear power plants? How many thousands are maimed and 
killed every year in industrial accidents? And isn't it 
a fact that millions of people starve to death annually 
because so much money and human effort is put into sys¬ 
tems of war rather than developing the means to feed the 
people of the world? 

Although we still firmly believe that it is right to at¬ 
tack the technologies of death, we identify our mistakes 
in this action as the following: 

1) The bomb exploded 12 minutes before it was supposed 
to, assuming that it did detonate at 11:31 p.m. as stated 
in the media. The bomb was set to go off at 11:43 p.m. If 
it had exploded at this time, we feel that it was reason¬ 
able to have assiimed that the Litton plant and the sur¬ 
rounding area would have been safely secured. It is a 
mystery to us why it exploded early, as we had checked 
and double-checked the accuracy of the timing system many 
times. 

2) The warning call was not repeated. The van was left on 
the lawn in front of the Litton building at 11:17 p.m. We 
telephoned a warning to Litton Security just one minute 
after the van was parked. This was to ensure a quick re¬ 
action by authorities, even though we felt certain that 
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the van would have been seen as it was being driven 
across the lawn and parked. The van was parked 100 meters 
directly in front of an exposed glass-walled security 
guard's booth. In fact, the driver of the van could see 
3 guards in the booth at all times during the approach 
and, as a result, knew that the van had not been noticed. 
Unfortunately, the Litton guard did not completely under¬ 
stand the Instructions of the telephone warning. When he 
asked that the instructions be repeated, he was only told 
to go out front and look at the van. We see now that the 
telephoned warning should have been carefully repeated. 
However, if the warning had been understood, and even the 
police said it was "meticulous", then the authorities 
would have had approximately 25 minutes to clear the 
plant, the area, and surrounding roads - if the bomb had 
detonated on time. This was certainly a reasonable length 
of time to have left the authorities to evacuate the 
plant and secure the area. Even though the bomb went off 
early, it seems obvious that even 13 minutes was enough 
time for the plant to have been safely emptied had the 
instructions been understood. 

3) We made errors in judgement about the "orange box" 
which was left in front of the van. This box was meant to 
be a back-up warning system to the telephone warning - 
again to help authorities understand the situation and 
ensure prompt and knowledgable action on their part. The 
box was painted florescent orange so that it could be 
easily seen and taped to all four sides of it was taped 
a stick of unarmed dynamite. We felt certain that the 
Litton guards, either by seeing the van being parked or 
by being alerted to it by the telephone warning, would 
quickly come upon the box - thus having written informa¬ 
tion in their possesion to guide them. Unfortunately, we 
wrote "Danger Explosives" on top of the sheets of in¬ 
structions. As well, it was not a good idea to leave an 
unarmed stick of dynamite vlsable on top of the box. Al¬ 
though these two things were done to prove that this was 
a real bombing, they actually frightened the Litton 
guards and police away from the box so that the instruc¬ 
tions were never read. Because we left evidence of real 
explosives, and because the instructions contained the 
information that there were 550 pounds of explosives 
inside the van, we assumed that the authorities would 
have undertaken a massive emergency response and evacu- 
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ation. This is what we were hoping would happen to make 
sure that no one was hurt. It was specifically stated in 
the telephone warning that the box contained important 
instructions and that the dynamite attached to it was 
harmless. In both the written instructions and the tele¬ 
phone warning, we stated that the van would explode in 
approximately 15 - 25 minutes. We said this to ensure 
that everyone. Including bomb squad members, would clear 
away from the van well before it exploded. 

4) We were mistaken in believing that the Litton guards 
and police would be on top of things. The image of cops 
and guards as "super heroes" caused us to believe that 
they would have security and safety matters underway very 
quickly. This obviously did not turn out to be what hap¬ 
pened. The Litton guards did not observe the van being 
parked even though it occurred essentially right before 
their eyes. A Litton guard did not understand the phone 
warning even though it was given clearly. It seems that 
the Litton guards did little or nothing to evacuate the 
workers until after the police arrived. As the workers 
have said, they were only told to leave the building 
seconds before the explosion. The police took a very long 
time to arrive after they were alerted - approximately 
10 minutes - and even then they only sent one car at 
first to investigate. Finally, neither the police, but 
especially Litton security, even took a close look at 
the orange box. We did not expect this kind of slow 
and indecisive response from the authorities. 

We are very disturbed and saddened that the Injuries oc¬ 
curred as a result of this action. We have gone over what 
went wrong time and time again. Most significantly, the 
bomb exploded 12 minutes too early. But nevertheless, we 
feel we must strongly criticise the Litton security 
guards for the way in which they "handled" this incident. 
We know that there were at least 3 guards in the security 
booth when the van was parked and when the telephone 
warning occurred. We feel it is undeniable that ail in¬ 
jury to the workers could have been avoided if the guards 
had promptly evacuated the Litton plant, as they obvious¬ 
ly should have. Although we had no knowledge of the pre¬ 
vious false bomb threats (in fact, we oppose the use of 
fake bomb threats precisely because they do cause the 
authorities to be sceptical of the authenticity of real 
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bomb attacks), we put effort into making sure that the 
authorities would quickly understand that this threat was 
real. It is not as if we said that a pipe-bomb was hidden 
somewhere within the entire Litton complex, so evacuate 
everything. We informed Litton security of where the van 
and box were. They were both completely visable to the 
guards simply by looking straight out through their 
booth's window, and the fact that they were there at all 
obviously Indicated that something was definitely amiss. 
We would like to know why the two other Litton guards 
were standing around on the front lawn, instead of in¬ 
forming workers in the other plants? As well, it is ir¬ 
responsible of Litton to have never Informed the workers 
of past bomb threats, and to not have a loudspeaker sys¬ 
tem combined with evacuation plans so that workers could 
be quickly moved to safety in the event of any danger, 
be it a bombing or otherwise. 

The position where the van was parked was chosen for two 
reasons. One, so that it could be easily and quickly seen 
from the guard's booth. It would have been much less con¬ 
spicuous, and therefore far less risky for the driver of 
the van, if it had been parked in front of the other two 
Litton buildings, as neither of these are within direct 
view of the guard's booth. Secondly, the van was parked 
in a corner of the building in order that the two walls 
of this corner would prevent debris from being cast in a 
southerly or south-westerly direction where the two near¬ 
by hotels are located. This position was the only such 
corner at the front of the three Litton buildings. Again 
it was at the risk of being apprehended on the spot that 
we chose to park the van in a location which provided the 
least risk to public safety. 

We have written the above not to redeem ourselves, as we 
did commit inexcusable errors, but simply as an explana¬ 
tion of our motives and intentions for those people who 
may feel threatened that there are crazed terrorists on 
the loose against the Canadian people. Again, we repeat, 
that we never intended any harm to come to anyone through 
this action. Instead, we took great care in preparing 
what we seriously assumed were adequate precautions to 
Insure the safety of all people in the area. Understand 
and remember, the terrorists are those who have set the 
world on the brink of nuclear war, not those who are 
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fighting this insanity and inhuman madness I 

Finally, we wish to state that in no way was this bombing 
the work of the Cruise Missile Conversion Project, or any 
other public peace movement organization in Toronto. 


direct action 


Direct Action 
October 17, 1982 


We claim responsibility for the bombing bf a Litton Sys¬ 
tems of Canada Ltd. industrial plant in Toronto, Ontario 
where the guidance system for the Cruise Missile nuclear 
weapons are being built. 

There is every reason imaginable to tear down the systems 
and makers of nuclear war: for the survival of all life 
on Earth, for all people's hopes and visions, for the 
possibilities of a livable future. We dedicate this ac¬ 
tion to the spirit of the people, which if awakened, will 
overcome the threats to our survival. 

Nuclear war is beyond question the ultimate expression of 
the negative characteristics of Western Civilization. Its 
roots lie deep within centuries of patriarchy, racism, 
imperialism, class domination and all other forms of vi¬ 
olence and oppression that have scarred human history. As 
well, nuclear war expresses, in the most horrendous way, 
a general trend of modern technological civilization to¬ 
wards extinction - either by war or ecological destruc¬ 
tion. It points out, with terrorizing finality, that un¬ 
less people can stop the men that dominate societies 
around the world - the men who use science and technology 
for war and power and profit - then the Intricate natural 
world as we know it will cease to exist. 

The insanity of nuclear war, and the continuing develop¬ 
ment of the weapons for nuclear war, stands as a horror 
for all to see. In the industrialized world more resour¬ 
ces, scientists and engineers are engaged in creating the 
armies and weapons systems for nuclear war than for any 
other single pursuit. Three-to ten new bombs are added 
dally to the arsenals of global annihilation and over 
$300 billion is spent every year increasing and upgrading 
an overkill stockpile of more^ than 55,000 nuclear weap- 
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ons. In the U.S., Reagan has asked for a 31% increase in 
the Pentagon's present $1.7 trillion five-year budget and 
has also announced a new $1,5 trillion arms program. Who 
can doubt that the dictators and militarists in the 
Kremlin are far behind? 

The terrorism of this relentless nuclear arms buildup, 
the nightmare of witnessing the Earth being transformed 
int:o a giant doomsday bomb, and the realization that 
things are out-of-control because those in power are 
gr^dy and violent madmen has shocked billions with fear 
and concern. Yet in the industrialized world, many of the 
same people who profess their abhorrence at the idea of 
nuclear conflict are nevertheless unthinkingly, and often 
willingly, participating in the actual processes which 
are bring about global nuclear genocide. People of the 
Western and Eastern empires must wake up to the reality 
that it is the same governments and militaries that they 
support, the same ideology and rationalizations that they 
believe in, the same materialistic, technological and 
consumeristic lifestyles that they adhere to, and the 
same corporations or industries that they work for that 
are directly responsible for the ongoing nuclear insan¬ 
ity that they claim to reject. 

We believe that people must actively fight the nuclear 
war systems in whatever forms they exist and wherever 
they exist. Although, in total, the nuclear militariza¬ 
tion of the world is a vast and seemingly unfathomable 
and omnipotent network, it can be understood and effec¬ 
tively resisted when we recognize that it is designed, 
built and operated in thousands of separate facllites 
and industries spread throughout the world. By analys¬ 
ing the interests and institutions in our own regions 
that are contributing to the nuclear buildup we find the 
the smaller component pieces of the nuclear network that 
are realistic targets for direct confrontation and sab¬ 
otage. Our opposition to the insanity of nuclear war must 
be transformed into militant resistance and direct action 
on a local and regional basis. We must take responsibil¬ 
ity for what is going around usI 

In Canada we must specifically fight against the produc¬ 
tion and testing of the Cruise Missile. But more general¬ 
ly, and strategically, we must recognize that the Cana- 
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dlan State is committed to, and actively involved in, the 
nuclear war preparations of the U.S. and the rest of the 
capitalist Western Alliance. As one of the seven Western 
Summit nations and through its military alliances, the 
Canadian State is directly participating in the desperate 
and deadly drive by the Western Alliance (primarily spur¬ 
red on by the U.S. ruling class) to re-assert capital¬ 
ism's hegemony globally through the attainment of total 
nuclear superiority and first-strike capability. The new 
nuclear weapons systems, such as the Cruise and Pershing 
II Missiles, the Trident Submarines and the Neutron Bomb, 
are designed for offensive first-strike use, and are seen 
by the military strategists and leaders of the Western 
Alliance as a force to contain or defeat any threats to 
the security of capitalist interests or strategically 
important regions around the world - be it from the 
Soviet Union or liberation struggles in the Third World 
attempting to establish Independent economies. 

Canadian economic, foreign and military policy is not 
committed to peace or global justice, rather it is com¬ 
pletely immersed within the genocidal nuclear strategy of 
the Western Alliance to wage nuclear war, if necessary, 
to maintain the multinational corporate economy through¬ 
out the world. Through membership in NATO and NORAD nuc¬ 
lear military alliances, the Canadian State is fulfilling 
an active support role in maintaining and developing the 
nuclear fighting capacity of the Western military forces. 
Primarily, Canadian support systems for nuclear war in¬ 
volve communications devices which supply targetting in¬ 
formation to U.S. nuclear weapons systems or detection 
of Incoming attacks; as well as the deployment of nuclear 
missiles at Canadian Forces bases at Bagotville, Quebec, 
at Comox, B.C. and at Chatham, New Brunswick. The ongoing 
complicity of the Canadian State with nuclear warfare 
strategies was re-affirmed recently by renewed committ¬ 
ments to both NATO and NORAD, and by the government's 
support for NATO's nuclear modernization programme. 

Hand in hand with the government's military involvement 
in the nuclear operations of NATO and NORAD, Canadian 
capitalists are making profits from producing components 
for U.S. nuclear weapons systems. Current government 
policy places no restrictions on Canadian industrial in¬ 
volvement in the building of U.S. nuclear weapons. Litton 
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Is building the Cruise Missile's electronic guidance sys¬ 
tem, Hawker-Siddeley Canada Ltd. of Toronto is building 
launchers for the Lance Missiles designed to carry the 
Neutron Bomh, Vickers of Montreal is building the hull 
cylinder torpedo tubes for the Polaris, Poseidon and Tri- 
deat nuclear submarines, Heede International of Port 
Moody, B.C. built the cranes to load nuclear warheads 
into the Trident subs, and a Canadian plant is working on 
a component for the MX nuclear missile system. 

Industries in Canada that produce nuclear weapons compon¬ 
ents are fully integrated with the military and nuclear 
policies of the U.S. through the U.S./Canada Defense Pro¬ 
duction Sharing Arrangements. These arrangements cover 
the production side of the NORAD agreements for a contin¬ 
ental defense policy and set out the division of labour 
between Canada and the U.S. for weapons production. The 
federal government directly assists and subsidizes Can¬ 
adian armament manufactures through a myriad of pro¬ 
grammes designed to help these death merchants win U.S. 
Defense Department contracts available under the Produc¬ 
tion Sharing Arrangements. Through the Defense Industry 
Productivity Program, the federal government has given 
Litton $26.4 million to subsidize production of the 
guidance system for the Cruise Missile. In addition, the 
government has given Litton a five year $22.5 million 
interest free loan for the same purpose. 

Giving financial aid for the manufacture of components 
for the Cruise Missile and the agreements to test the 
Cruise Missile in northern Alberta and Saskatchewan at¬ 
tests to the complete hypocracy of Trudeau and the other 
government officials who proclaim that Canadian policy 
strives for suffocation of the nuclear arms race. In 
the grim light of reality, the "peace" pronouncements of 
Trudeau amount to nothing but enticing lies and illu¬ 
sions designed to con us into believing that the Cana¬ 
dian State is an ally in the struggle for disarmament, 
and therefore, a workable vehicle inwhlch to direct our 
energies. 

We've got to realize the implications of the government's 
decisions and actual policy. We must come to see the Can¬ 
adian State as an active enemy to be fought, and not as 
misguided humanists open to our enlightenment. Far from 
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listening to the growing protest from the Canadian public 
to withdraw its involvement in nuclear war, the govern¬ 
ment has done just the opposite. It has boosted military 
spending, re-affirmed committments to NATO and NORAD, 
publicly defended the U.S./NATO nuclear strategy, given 
free money to Litton to build part of the Cruise Missile, 
and agreed to let the Pentagon warmongers use Canadian 
territory for the testing of the Cruise Missile, as well 
as other newly developed U.S. weapons systems. Counting 
on these officials to solve our problems is ridiculous. 
Any belief in the "democracy" of the system to save us is 
simply a belief in the democracy of the lambs being led 
to the slaughter. We must stop our futile attempts at 
trying to transform the consciousness of the capitalist 
slime who make up the Canadian State and begin transform¬ 
ing ourselves and the strategies by which we operate. We 
will not survive if, in the final analysis, the success 
of our undertakings is determined by whether the nuclear 
enemy can be persuaded to change its sickened mind. 

While we have no illusions that direct action, such as 
this one, can by themselves bring about the end of Cana¬ 
da's role as a resource based economic and military 
functionary of Western imperialism, we do believe that 
militant direct actions are valid and necessary. Mili¬ 
tant direct actions can have a constructive function 
both as a springboard to the kind of consciousness and 
organization that must be developed if we are to over¬ 
come the nuclear masters, and as an effective tool of 
resistance now. Whether they will or not depfends on the 
integrity of the existing movement to develop the commit¬ 
ment and courage to carry the struggle beyond legality 
and the personal security and prlviledge of comfortable 
lifestvles still aspired to, and attainable, by middle- 
class dissidents in North America. 

We believe that it is critical that the already radical 
sectors of the movement for liberation and nuclear san¬ 
ity recognize that direct action and militant resistance 
can have positive effects now, can weaken the enemy now, 
and that this possibility to sabotage the enemy's under¬ 
takings complements the movement's strategic long-term 
efforts to transform the consciousness of the people. We 
believe that, if undertaken seriously and well-supported 
throughout the existing movement, widelv practised mili- 
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tant resistance and sabotage will become effective in 
slowing down the clock of death and inspire the people to 
respond to the threats to our survival with urgency, vi¬ 
tality and clarity. 

The global situation of nuclear holocaust and extreme 
ecological disaster is rapidly becoming reality. The new 
Western Alliance weapons systems for first-strike nuclear 
war are to be in place by 1983-86. This destabilizing, 
ever-encroaching reality should compel us all to move be¬ 
yond protest and work hard to develop a movement with the 
collective means and ability to actually do something di¬ 
rectly to stop the realization of the enemy's life- 
threatening madness. In the absence of widespread popular 
refusal to participate any longer in the war projects of 
the ruling class, we believe that militant direct actions 
must be used as an attempt to keep uncompleted, or at 
least slow-down, the programmes and technologies \«Ailch 
are bringing about our own destruction. For us, this is 
where the impetus to act lies. 

Historically, those in power have always used warfare 
and repression in order to maintain their control over 
other people's lives. And today this situation is no dif¬ 
ferent. For the corporate owners and political rulers nu¬ 
clear weapons are the ultimate tool in the repressive 
apparatus - the key to maintaining their power. Thus they 
will never voluntarily dlsairm or stand aside and watch 
their power be peacefully be taken away. Instead, they 
will use whatever weapons are necessary to battle those 
who are threatening their rule. We are certain that only 
through revolt - not referendums or protest alone - can 
we stop the power crazed from launching their W.W. III. 

It is with an eye towards the generalized development of 
an actively militant resistance movement that we have 
undertaken this action. 


DIRECT ACTION 
October 17, 1982 




ATTACK ON RED HOT VIDEO 


Following an unsuccessful several month campaign by 
women's groups in B.C., Canada to close down through 
legal means Red Hot Video, a chain of stores special¬ 
izing in violent, pornographic videotapes, a previ¬ 
ously unknown guerilla organization calling itself the 
Women's Fire Brigade chose to act. In the early hours 
of Nov. 22/82, the Brigade firebombed thlree Red Hot 
Video stores, razing one to the ground and slightly dam¬ 
aging a second. They were interrupted at the. site of the 
third store before Incendiary devices could be set off. 
There were no injuries resulting from the action, nor 
have there been any arrests to date. 

Responsibility for all three actions was claimed by the 
Wimmln's Fire Brigade in a communique received by CP, a 
news organization, while the action was in progress. It 
reads: 

We, the Wimmin's Fire Brigade, claim responsi¬ 
bility for the fire-bombing of three Red Hot 
Video outlets in the Lower Mainland of B.C. on 
November 22, 1982. This action is another step 
towards the destruction of a business that pro¬ 
motes and profits from violence against wimmin 
and children. 

Red Hot Video sells tapes that show wimmin and 
children being tortured, raped and humiliated. 

We are not the property of men to be used and 
abused. 

Red Hot Video is part of a multi-billion dollar 
pornography industry that teaches men to equate 
sexuality with violence. Although these tapes 
violate the Criminal Code of Canada and the B.C. 
guidelines on pornography, all lawful attempts 
to shut down Red Hot Video have failed because 
the justice system was created, and is controlled, 
by rich men to protect their profits and property. 

As a result, we are left no viable alternative 
but to change the situation ourselves through 
illegal means. This is an act of self-defense 
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against hate propaganda. We will continue to de¬ 
fend ourselves I 

The response to the action from women's groups In B.C. 
has generally been supportive. The B.C. Federation of 
Women, the organized voice for women In B.C., released 
the following statement the day after the action: 

While we did not participate In the flrebomblngs 
of November 22 In the Lower Mainland, we are In 
agreement with the frustration and anger of the 
women who did. 

We noted and appreciated their efforts to see 
that no one got hurt. 

six women's liberation groups of the B.C. 
Federation of Women have made a decision to 
close Red Hot Video outlets this year. 

We insist that (B.C. Attorney General) Allan 

take action immediately to prevent rich 
men from profiting from Red Hot Video's hate 
literature about women and children. 

The women of B.C. are being driven to desperate 
acts. The Canadian and B.C. governments have 
failed to use the existing laws to defend more 
than half the population from the horrors of the 
pornographic industry. 

Pornography Is the theory - rape is the practice. 

In an Interview with the daily Vancouver Sun on Nov. 23, 
B.C. Federation of Women spokesperson Lee Lakeman com¬ 
mented on the Issue of property destruction by stating: 

We will certainly not desert the women who have taken 
the action. There's a difference between violence to a 
live woman and violence to a building." 

The Federation hopes to close the Red Hot Video outlets 
through a campaign of exposing the owners, educating men 
and women on the Issue of pornography, boycotting the 
stores and using the legal system. Another coalition of 
13 women s groups. Women Against Violence Against Women, 
has started a campaign against Tricolor Video Inc., a 
c^pany similar to Red Hot Video, by laying a legal com¬ 
plaint against them. 
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RED HOT VIDEO STORE IN SURREY, B .C. AFTER FIREBOMBING 

to the action of the Wimmin's Fire 
rigade was not confined lust to B.C. The following 
statement of feminist solidarity from Montreal indLates 
that the firebombing has nad a national impact 




Women in major cities and small towns across 
the country have expressed their opposition 
to pornography. The recent fire-bombings in 
Vancouver were but the latest expression of 
women s increasing anger. 

Fire-bombing shops selling pornographic vid¬ 
eotapes might seem at first glance an inap¬ 
propriate way to fight the violence against 
women. But things are not that simple. The 
violence that is used in an attack on private 
property is qualitatively different from the 
violence that is used in the videotapes aimed 
at which glorify the rape, torture, and hu- 
miliation of women. 


The police have admitted that the videotape 
sector of the porn industry is both the hard¬ 
est to control and the most rapidly expanding. 
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Using legal channels to fight an industry 
that is depending on legal loopholes, manip¬ 
ulation of the law, and the complacency of 
the authorities concerned, proved to be fruit¬ 
less. And where were the media when legal 
means were being used? 

We, the Feminist Coalition Against Pornography 
in Montreal, are the last to underestimate the 
importance of the right to freedom of speech. 

But for that right to have any meaning, it 
must be conditioned by the respect for the 
rights of others - in this case, principally 
women. Pornography, by its systematic distor¬ 
tion of female sexuality and insult to our 
intelligence, denies all women the right to 
speak. 

For that reason we wish to extend our solidar¬ 
ity to all women actively opposing the commod¬ 
itization of our bodies, as if we existed only 
to be bought, sold, and abused by men. 

Diana Bronson 
Ann Peterson 
Eve Altrows 

Feminist Coalition Against Pornography - Montreal 

The great success of the action of the Wlmmin's Fire Bri¬ 
gade, to be seen in the extensive media coverage and 
widespread public support for the action and the anti- 
pornographic campaign, lies in the interplay between the 
guerillas and the mass movement. Clearly motivated and 
Inspired by the legal campaign against pornography, the 
Wimmin's Fire Brigade has been able to provide a forum 
where the hard work in research and organizing by the 
legal women's groups could be given the attention it de¬ 
served . 

Through its correct choice of target, timing and level of 
attack, the Wimmin's Fire Brigade has strengthened the 
mass movement at the same time that it has brought to the 
attention of the women's movement the need for, and the 
real possibility to undertake clandestine action for 
women's liberation. 
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ANTI NATO DEMO 11.6. W BERLIN 

Su^ry of a brochure by Autonomist and Antl-lmperlallst 
INTRODUCTION 


the hT! this brochure in order to continue 

SuLit !nd'o°\°" demonstration against the NATO 

igsl ® 11th of 

destruction, vandalism 

to iustJfv ^ ^^It, who try 

thefa^fLvw fpolitically: "without aim" 
onsLatlon In ^ with the mass dem- 

answer to all this ’ “H^tancy without perspectives". In 

aims and ideL Ld h^w'^f trLd\'o“^urth'"'’^'^"°" 
in Berlin. Those aims a^^ Id^l are^lL^^^lt^f 

lllTantl by anti-imperialist and autonomist 

militants from West Berlin and West Germany. 

iLas discussion to make the process of 

bJrto understood and examina- 

nuLl ? ® confronted with the 

Cri'nst war r r“ resistance aga^Lt 

imperialist war. It is an important discussion; through 

mistakes and from the 
potentialities that have become obvious. 

The NATO Summit and Reagan's visit to London, Paris 

m^r’anrm Berlin took place in a situation where 
Mre and more people have come to realize that "US imper- 

nd , where it has become obvious that imperialist war 
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Is not a vision of the distant future but Is concretely 
happening now: In Central America as well as In Palestine 
(the Zionist war of destruction against the Arabic and 
Palestinian revolution) - and that war Is also waged 
against us who are organizing resistance In the centres 
of Imperialism: by the strategy of extinction against the 
guerilla and by crlmlnallsatlon, the thousands of trials, 
arrests, jail, conditions of Isolation within the prisons 
and a perfectly computerised apparatus of observation, 
the step-up of Infiltrations by the secret services and 
offensive counter-propaganda, attempts to split up and 
Integrate the movements. 


Although there are many of us now who do not wish to be 
Integrated into this system again, who have realized that 
US imperialism and Its Imperialist helpers are our enemies 
and although we are working hard to hit and smash US Im¬ 
perialism - It has become obvious that we are confronted 
with the situation now still Isolated and split off Into 
different movements and/or small groups, without a con- 
tlnous practice and discussion among ourselves and with¬ 
out structures that enable us to act collectively. 


From the very beginning, the central demonstration In 
Bonn had a defined aim: the massive protest of many peo- 
ple, groups and organizations — the peace movement — 
against the NATO Summit In Bonn. But Insplte of this po¬ 
litical aim, the central political demands for "a zone 
free of nuclear weapons In Europe" and "disarmament East 
and West" remained a focus point within this moblllsa- 
tion, although the reason for the demonstration, the 
NATO Summit, would have called for a clear political aim 
to protest against NATO's war politics. Thus the organi¬ 
zation and the demonstration Itself - a sort of peace 
happening on some lawn on the right hand side of the 
Rhine River (Bonn Itself Is on the left side) Instead of 
a powerful demonstration In Bonn Itself - were most as¬ 
suredly the result of these politically disorienting de¬ 
mands. They are, for sure, the expression for a very le¬ 
gitimate fear of a nuclear war In Europe, but at the 
same time, objectively, they offer social democratic 
politics the chance to Intervene In the peace movement. 
Social democracy is trying to use the peace movement for 
its own purposes by having representatives like Eppler, 
Gaus and the Social Democratic convention In Hamburg 
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has been defending Its "vital interests", and the Soviet 
Union has factually been on the defensive. 

In this situation the questions we had to ask ourselves 
were: 

- are we strong enough to change the appelative character 
of this mass demonstration in Bonn drastically? 

- what political significance does Reagan's visit to 
Berlin have? 

- how can we - realistically taking into consideration 
our numbers and strength - intervene materially in 
such a way as to come a step closer to our aim to 
"smash NATO" - that also implied further developing and 
gathering together all revolutionary groups, organiza¬ 
tions etc., into an organized anti-imperialist move¬ 
ment . 

Our decision to demonstrate in Berlin was based on the 
following thoughts: 

1. We are not able to give the demonstration in Bonn a 
powerful political dimension surpassing the dimension the 
protest of hundreds of thousands people already has any¬ 
ways. One basic reason for this was that all decisions 
concerning the demonstration in Bonn were agreed upon on 
the level of functionaries of participating organizations 
and that the "basis" had no possibilities to influence 
any of these decisions. To participate on this level we 
had neither the organizational apparatus nor do we desire 
to push through our political ideas via the politics of 
power. 

The idea of many groups to demonstrate on the left bank 
of the Rhine River (in Bonn itself) that came up shortly 
before the demonstration, we did support, seeing that the 
alliance organizing the demonstration had agreed to stage 
the demonstration outside Bonn (as demanded by the gov¬ 
ernment) . To organize a breakthrough with thousands of 
people to the left bank of the river could have meant 
only the right to demonstrate the right to demonstrate 
where one chooses to, it would not have made clearer our 
position against imperialist war and NATO. 

2. Reagan's visit to Bonn and his stay in Berlin cannot 
be separated. Both are attempts to secure the absolute 
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alliance of the FRG and the other members of NATO and to 

of the elllance. Se 

Summit in Bonn is there to concretely coordinate the 
present wars like for example Israel's genocide in ^al- 

ionr?hp^°-°’'!r''r politically and to reach decis- 

pushing through US war strategy, 

will go to Berlin 

irirlf u legitimation for their pol- 

an^! P°Polation. They need thih legitimatira 

within the ^ J support of the population 

within the centres of imperialism because the success of 

of all is based on the direct participation 

in tii ?MrH f plundering of the countries 

Third World, and that means that all NATO count- 

have to take over more functions and work in the im- 
perialist division of labour and that the material (fin¬ 
ancial) participation in US interventions will have to 
come out of these countries' budgets. The end of "perman- 
ent economic growth", the crisis and unemployment force 
them to win over a large part of the population for 
fOO tho ? they are not able any longer to pay 

trL Of majority. The people in the cen- 

tres of imperialism have to be made aware of the necessi- 

f ^ -f peacefully sacrifice the 
enefits of the welfare state" for these wars. 

This active support Reagan and Schmidt had come to Berlin 
to get, and we were there to prevent this. 

Our idea was the unity of both actions, in Bonn and 

c' neccessary mass protest against the 

NATO Summit and NATO war politics as well as the dirLt 
intervention against its propagandistic preparation. 

Reagan and Schmidt were going to Berlin because this city 
has been - since the era of the cold war - declared to bl 
the showcase of the Free West", an "enclave of freedom" 
and they wanted there to build up a situation where they’ 
could present to the world's public hordes of flag-swing- 

Mxorw Berlin, like when Kennedy aid 

the r wanted to try and erase from 

the minds of people all over the world the pictures of 

ast year when US foreign secretary Haig had to be driven 




through hermetically secured streets of a city where ev¬ 
eryone out to demonstrate was out to demonstrate against 
him and against US war politics. 

3. It had been a significant experience of all groups 
that our past practice in meetings, demonstrations, pam¬ 
phlets and discussions many times ended in the mere proc¬ 
lamation of our aims and ideas. Thus the political dis¬ 
cussion became often just talk about alms and opinions, 
and very seldom the discussion was raised about our con¬ 
crete practice, practice that brings forth contradictions 
and change - movement - and that those people who in our 
speeches and pamphlets we ask to take up resistance can 
look upon in order to reach decisions for themselves. 

These are the ideas we concretely had in mind in organiz¬ 
ing an anti-imperialist demonstration in Berlin: 

- the unified approach against Imperialist war, NATO and 
US imperialism; 

- the practical intervention in Berlin by not only making 
impossible the alms of the Imperialists for Berlin that 
day, but by also using the situation to turn it around 
into propaganda for our resistance. 

- the organizing of a working relationship among differ¬ 
ent groups in West Germany and West Berlin in order to 
break up old structures we had got stuck in and to ov¬ 
ercome controversies through a common initiative and 
experience with the aim to organize structures and 
create conditions for fighting that do not crumble 
again when the action itself is completed. 

- the demo was not meant to happen in isolation. 

We wanted to use the Anti-NATO Weeks decided upon by the 
BAF (conference of autonomous peacegroups) conference to 
reach many people and to discuss with individuals and 
groups the aim of the demonstration and to concretely 
mobilize against the NATO Summit. On the 5th of June, 
demonstrations - organized on the basis of a broad spec¬ 
trum of peace and anti-war groups - took place against 
the NATO Summit. They took place on the same day the 
Christian Democrats staged a demonstration in favour of 
US war politics in Bonn, their attempt for a reactionary 
mass mobilization. 

Both the Anti-NATO Weeks and the demonstrations on the 
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th of June (taking place in many cities) were important 
to us because they were the possibility to lead the dis¬ 
cussion with people and groups that would go to demon¬ 
strate in Bonn on the 10th, the possibility to discuss 
with them our aims and politics as well as work together 
with them in practical points (the demonstration). 

Those were our ideas of a realistic discussion with the 

movement: not to argue against the demonstration in 
Bonn and most of all not to make propaganda for the 

fther to'supplement each 

i-h political gains and to thus lend strength 

t the fight against US imperialism and NATO. 

But we also wanted to demonstrate that we do not see the 
perspective of resistance in mass protest alone, that we 
are out to guage the possibilities - and to try them in 
practical steps - that help us in the establishment of an 
anti imperialist, revolutionary movement, with the 
slogan: 

IF WE WANT PEACE, WE HAVE TO PREPARE FOR THE WAR OF 

liberation: 


HIST ORY AND DEVELOPMENT: BREMEN. HAIG, REAGAN 

On the 6th of May 1980, a militant demonstration took 
place in Bremen against a public pledge of alleglence 

that had been planned to be staged 

of III (sPo^^ts stadium) by the leaLrs 

of the Federal Army and the Federal Government. 

Even before the 6th of May, public pledges of allegi- 
ance by the military had been taking place in several 
cities and there had been protests against it, but 
these protests had resulted in only a little publicity, 
here are two main reasons why we were able to make 
appen what would later engage the media and the Fed- 
eral Government for months and what they named the 
Bremen Riots*: 

1. This public pledge of allegiance was not only 
planned to be a show of propaganda for the Federal 

planned as propaganda to push for¬ 
ward the militarisation of the Federal Republic. One 











central point in the plan was that on the 6th of May the 
25th anniversary of Germany's entering NATO was to be 
celebrated. Especially during the months before the 6th 
of May the preparations for an imperialist war had be-- 
come more and more obvious: 

- the attack on Iran to "free the hostages"; 

- the FRG coordinating economic and military "help" for 
the fascist junta in Turkey in the context of the im¬ 
perialist division of labour; 

- ratification of the NATO plan to station middle range 
missiles in Europe. 

This is just to call back to mind a few points to illus¬ 
trate the situation at the time. In this situation and 
with a consciousness of the situation, more than 10,000 
people went to protest at the Wesertadion and clearly 
expressed their opposition to NATO and the Federal Army. 

2. On the other hand, many of us were determined to prac¬ 
tically hinder this NATO jubilee. This determination 
sprang from different causes: for once, many opponents 
of nuclear power (those belonging to the autonomous anti¬ 
nuclear movement) had realized that it is not sufficient 
to just fight against the nuclear power plants, but that 
one has to direct the fighting against the whole system. 
Many of us who have their history in the anti-nuclear 
movement had realized that the fight against nuclear en¬ 
ergy and against nuclear weapons belong together, and we 
had discussed this in our groups. Therefore many of us 
who have their history in the fight against nuclear 
power plants took part in the preparations for the dem¬ 
onstration in Bremen and were able to refer to their ex¬ 
periences in Brokdorf and Grohnde. Our determonatlon was 
also the result of a demonstration in Hamburg in the 
beginning of 1980, a demonstration against the US inter¬ 
vention in Iran that we were able to organize spontane¬ 
ously and where the Pan Am building was attacked with 
stones and molotov cocktails. 

Our experience in Bremen was, on the whole, that we are 
not only victims in the confrontation with the State but 
that we can also act. Our militancy proved to be an ef¬ 
ficient weapon in this political fight, although we were 
far from using it (militancy) in an organized and politi¬ 
cally determined way. 
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independent from one another. This coming together did 
not only include actions together but was based on the 
beginnings of political understandings common to all of 
us. Solidarity with the political prisoners and the 
fight against imperialism also became part of the poli¬ 
tics of the squatters movement in Berlin and the anti¬ 
nuclear movement in northern Germany. After the murder of 
Sigurd Debus for example, opponents of nuclear energy 
blew up one of the power-masts at the nuclear power sta¬ 
tion in Esensham (near Bremen) and in their communique 
drew clear lines to the hungerstrike. 

During the mobilization for the hungerstrike and in the 
political debates and discussions it has become obvious 
that the different social-revolutionary movements in this 
country have come together with the guerilla in some vi¬ 
tally important political understandings: 

- the fight for self-determination and identity 

- the fight against imperialism. 

We think that it is important that we see these experien¬ 
ces as the basis for a discussion on how we can become a 
revolutionary movement here in this country, a movement 
that combines the beginnings of a social revolution here 
in the centre of imperialism xd.th the fight of the guer¬ 
illa here and the fighting of the liberation movements in 
the Third World. 

On the 3rd of September 1981, a demonstration took place 
in Berlin against the visit of US Foreign Secretary 
Alexander Haig to the city. 

We knew before the demonstration started that we wanted 
to continue after the manifestation at the end of the 
demonstration of 80,000 and to try and reach the city 
hall of Schoneberg, where Haig was at the time. Our de¬ 
termination was according to what we had in mind and 
what then happened was the result of preparation and not, 
like on the 6th of May, rather there by chance and spon¬ 
taneously. The reaction in the media pointed out what a 
touchy spot we had attacked. No "Mr. Haig has visited 
Berlin - A City that Loves America"! For the first time 
the visit of a high US politician in a "befriended count¬ 
ry" had been disrupted so massively. "Haig in Berlin - 
Blood, Flames and Ruins" those were the headlines. Sever- 
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feeling that a mobilization of this kind (huge peace 
demonstrations that are more like a festival) cannot be 
carried much further, like by, for example, even more 
people coming next time. 

Haig demo: Although only few of us went about the Haig 
demo in an organized way, we were able to win a political 
victory. 

Demonstration against Reagan on the 11th of June 1982: 

This time we discussed the alms of the demonstration and 
prepared for it in an organized way. 

In spite massive attempts by the State to intimlndate 
people (more on this in other articles) thousands of peo¬ 
ple came to the Nollendorf Square, very determined to see 
to it that the demonstration would take place. 

In the situation on the square many of us forgot our 
fears and our action was with the knowledge that this at¬ 
tack is justified and right and that it is o.k. to risk 
something in this context. The very restricted newspaper 
coverage of this demonstration shows that the pigs would 
like to cover our resistance in a veil of silence, seeing 
that they are not able to prevent it. They need peace and 
quiet in this country in order to use it as a coordinat¬ 
ing place for their war planning. 

It is our duty to destroy this false peace in order to 
make impossible imperialist wars starting from this 
country and in order not to let this country become the 
battleground for imperialist war. 

BEFORE THE REAGAN DEMONSTRATION 

It was our aim to make Impossible the show of propaganda 
of Schmidt and Reagan in West Berlin - to turn it into 
propaganda for our resistance. In this it was important 
and encouraging for us that all over Western Europe 
large, sometimes militant, demonstrations against US im¬ 
perialism and militant actions against US institutions 
took place at the time of the NATO Summit and Reagan’s 
visit to several European capltols. 
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We had long and intensive discussions on the question of 
where the demonstration should be, what route to take, 
and how to best hinder the propaganda show. The questions 
were: do we have to reach the Charlottenburg Castle 
(where Reagan and Schmidt stayed) in order to express our' 
resistance against the show by trying to get to the cas- 
tie or will we make impossible the spectacle by attacking 
on our way to the castle - what Reagan and Schmidt 
stand for: US - and NATO institutions? 


In favour of the first concept stood the fact that it 
would be difficult enough to reach the castle, to stage 
the demonstration inspite of massive police presence and 
that we wanted to demonstrate that day because Reagan was 
in town wheras one can attack US and NATO institutions 
any day. For the attacks stood the idea that we did not 
want to limit our fight against US imperialism to the 
symbolic figure of Reagan but also wanted to express our 
fight by material attacks on the centres and bases of 
the military machinery. Nevertheless: we did not want 


street fighting to prevent us from reaching the castle. 
The discussion about these questions was one major pre¬ 
requisite for a strong and unified demonstration. The re¬ 
sult of the discussion was: we wanted to fight to get to 
the castle. Furthermore - if it didn't endanger our aim 
to reach the castle - we could practically - and out of 
the d^onstration - express the content of our slogans 
Smash NATO and "War on Imperialist War" by well-aimed 
attacks on US and NATO institutions. 


The route of the demonstration had been worked out in 
such a way that it would lead past some 40 institutions 
that in some way are functioning for NATO war politics 

be It on the level of research, armament, politics or 
propaganda. 

The experiences of the fighting of the squatters movement 
during the last two years in Berlin, of militant demon¬ 
strations - especially the demonstration against Haig 
last year - and the structures resulting from this were 
an important basis for the concrete ideas we developed 
concerning the demonstration. 

The demonstration was from the beginning target for mass¬ 
ive attacks from the bourgeois media and from the securl- 
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ty forces. When people in squatted houses for example 
began displaying banners calling for the demonstration 
and against Reagan, the police reacted with raids and 
searches, registering all inhabitants of these houses. As 
an answer all houses, and a lot of private ones also, 
began displaying banners and the police had a hard time 
miming around to get the banners down and to paint over 
slc^ans on walls. They stopped the raids and searches and 
had to concentrate on getting most of the banners down 
and could after a while just paint over the word "Reagan" 
on slogans. When the demonstration drew closer, they 
became more and more hysterical. Cassettes with war 
noises were taken away from people, stickers on cars 
("Reagan Go Home") painted over or torn down. 

The order to do so was not given by the Berlin senate or 
the police of Berlin alone, but worked out at the order 
and in conjunction with the Allied Command in West Ber¬ 
lin. 

The whole thing became known as the "war of rags" and 
shows how nervous the authorities were even before the 
demonstration. It also shows to what extent German auth¬ 
orities will go to please the Americans: some of the 
banners were not even carrying very militant slogans, 
just something unpleasant about the president (the pres¬ 
ident is stupid). It was forbidden to voice something 
unpleasant about the president of the United States! 

The media began with propaganda like this: 

All peaceful people will peacefully demonstrate in Bonn 
on the 10th of June, all anarchists, chaots and vandals 
will be going to Berlin; the demonstration in Berlin is 
being organized by the "legal wing of the RAF" and auton¬ 
omous groups, that is a synonym for the Revolutionary 
Cells; the police should prevent militants from Western 
Germany to get to Berlin. The demo should be prohibited. 

A newspaper in Berlin published a free special edition on 
the day of Reagan's visit, with a small American flag in¬ 
side and the headline: the visit of Reagan brings joy to 
our ears. The Hamburg Secretary for the Interior, Pawlc- 
zek, warned everyone to stay away from the demonstration 
in Berlin because it was being organized by the RAF's 
legal wing. 
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were faced with the problem of getting to the demonstra¬ 
tion at all with our equiptment (helmets, glasses against 
teargas, facecover etc.) We had to get to the gathering 
place without being arrested. Again we were able to refer 
to the experiences of other militant demonstrations: 
nohody should use the subway, everyone should try to get 
to the Nollendorffplatz as inconspicuous as possible, in 
small groups (at the Haig demo the pigs had arrested all 
the comrades from Gottingen before the demonstration, 
they had met and wanted to go to the gathering place to¬ 
gether) . Everyone should bring plastic bags, those who 
did not want to take helmets should carry garbage in 
them, so as to make it impossible for the police to 
search all plastic bags on the street. 

Three contingents had been established for the demonstra¬ 
tion to guarantee the presence and protection of the dem¬ 
onstration by militants from the back and front, comrades 
were responsible for the side protection. We had thought 
a lot about how to get to the Nolli and how to set up the 
demonstration and fight for our way to the castle, we had 
not thought that the police would actually try to impris¬ 
on us on Nollendorffplatz. But this is what happened. 

NOLLENDORFPLATZ ON THE IITH OF JUNE (REPORT OF A COMRADE) 


It was ten o'clock sharp when we passed the police on 
BulowstraBe. They were keeping barbed wire ready on their 
vans. We entered Nollendorfplatz (nolli). At once it be¬ 
came obvious to us that the police would soon encircle 
and close the square. We had not taken this possibility 
into consideration, had only thought how to get the 
square, not, that we might not be able to get off it. 

We were still searching for our contingent when the pigs 
began to close off all streets leading from the nolli, 
using barbed wire. It was ten minutes past ten now and 
about 5,000 people were on the square. 

Although the situation did not look well at all - we 
were, so to speak, in a huge prison camp now - I suddenly 
realized that my fear and anxiety about what to expect on 
the demonstration had gone. This is something I have also 
experienced on other demonstrations. It was also a good 
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cut off our way for retreat. 

While the police in front of us got reinforcement from 
waterthrowers, we started to build barricades in the di¬ 
rection of Bulowstreet and Einemstreet by getting the 
expensive old-style furniture out of Rolands furniture 
house, piling it up and setting it aflame. (But nonethe¬ 
less: in such a situation of streetfighting everyone to 
a large extent is responsible for him/herself, to keep 
an eye on the surroundings, watch clothesmen, recognize 
dangerous situations and to retreat in time and calmly.) 

All the time at the furniture house I did not see that 
anyone was wounded on our side, although many comrades 
threw stones from standing far away and thus endangered 
others. We were able to keep the police away from us all 
of the time. 

After about 1 1/2 hours I began to look around for my 
group that I had lost in the chaos. There seemed to be 
considerably less people on the square, many had obvious¬ 
ly managed to get out somehow. I met a group of about 
500 people who had assembled at Bulowstreet to try an 
outbreak there and I decided to go with them. The police 
had to run from our stones and retreated as far as the 
next street leading from Bulowstreet and even police 
vans standing on the other side of the road (Bulowstreet 
is large and in the middle divided by subway tracks and 
railings) had to retreat so as not to be cut off. Many of 
us were now able to reach the next street and so to get 
away from the nolli, but then police vans driving at high 
speed and not caring - or willingly risking - to drive 
into people, forced the rest of us to run back again. 
Rests of barricades lay about the street and we ran ac¬ 
ross them and the vans could not come too close to us. A 
few seconds were also gained by throwing stones at open¬ 
ing van doors, thus hindering the pigs to get out, but 
after a while they got out anyways and began the pursuit 
on foot. I fell twice but managed to escape by seconds. 

To fall was a bad experience, but it was good then to be 
safely back among the comrades. Nevertheless I now deci¬ 
ded to look for my group and not let myself be deterred 
again from my search. 

After a while we were all together. We decided to organ- 
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streets in thousands against the politics of NATO, 
against the politics of US imperialism in Latin America 
etc. The demonstrations against NATO, the series of at¬ 
tacks on US and NATO institutions all over Europe convey¬ 
ed that many people are no longer just standing by and 
letting the Imperialist politics of the USA and NATO hap¬ 
pen; that they will not let themselves - without resis¬ 
tance - be engaged in the war planning of the national 
and international bourgeoisie; that they - be it on dif¬ 
ferent levels and with different means - are ready to put 
their protest and resistance against imperialist poli¬ 
tics. 

SPAIN 

6th of June: 15,000 march to the US base 12 kilometers 
away from Madrid (command of the US forces in Spain). 
Slogans: No to NATO - Military Bases Out of Spain -. 

4000 people in Barcelona demonstrate against NATO, 
against the war budget and against nuclear power plants. 

Two attacks on the nuclear power plant Parajes de Saujuan 
and against a transformer in Renteria and against two 
building sites in San Sebastian. 

14 of June: bombing attacks on four buildings of the 
Spanish Ministry of Defense and of the military secret 
service. 

GREAT BRITAIN 

6th of June: 250,000 people demonstrate against Reagan's 
visit. 

7th of June: 4,000 people in front of US Embassy. 

8th of June: "Festival for Peace and Freedom" (while 
Reagan speaks in front of parliment). 

FRANCE 

5th of June: demonstration of 20,000 people. Confronta¬ 
tions with the police. 

4th of June: Action Directe attacks offices of the 
World Bank and International Monetary Fund. 
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GREECE 


25th of May: Demonstration of 30,000 people against US 
base,, demanding that Greece leave NATO and that the 
Balkan be free of nuclear weapons. All in all a march of 
22 kilometers to various US military bases. 

4th of June: Attacks on various american institutions 
by the "Revolutionary Struggle of the People". 

JAPAN 

4,000,000 people demonstrate in Tokyo for peace and dis¬ 
armament and against nuclear weapons. 

ANTI IMPERIALIST PRISONERS: 

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST ISOLATION 

HUNGERSTRIKE OF ANTI IMPERIALIST PRISONERS IN FRG 

This paper is an attempt to get across some information 
about the anti-imperialist prisoners in the FRG, partic¬ 
ularly the RAF. The paper Includes a short summary of the 
1981 hungerstrike, information about the prisoners who 
have recently been on hungerstrike and their situations, 
an analysis of the State's strategy against the prisoners 
at this time, and some of the support actions to the re¬ 
cent hungerstrlkes. 

At the beginning of 1981 the prisoners from the RAF (Rote 
Armee Fraktion, or Red Army Fraction) took up a collec¬ 
tive hungerstrike to fight for the carrying out of their 
demands: Application of the minimum guarantees of the 
Geneva Convention to the prisoners of the RAF and other 
anti-imperialist resistance groups, this means: 

- integration of these prisoners into groups under condi¬ 
tions that would make interaction possible, which the 
complete electronic l.e. acoustic and optical observa¬ 
tion of communication in sound/light and air condition¬ 
ed isolation units preclude; controlled by the "Inter¬ 
national Commlsion for the Protection of Prisoners 
Against Isolation in West Europe". 
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- the freeing of Gunter Sonnenberg, because his physical 
reconstruction of his headwound is precluded under the 
conditions of Imprisonment. 

The hungerstrike was broken off on the grounds of the as¬ 
surances given by the Federal Justice Ministry. These as¬ 
surances were in particular: integration of the prisoners 
into groups of four, no prisoner will stay in single iso¬ 
lation. 

The hungerstrike found widespread support in many forms, 
beginning with the initiatives to break through the news 
blackout, to opposition and criticism, protest and 
support letters from abroad, from Amnesty International, 
from liberal doctors and theologians, from political 
groups in the FRG, to the occupying of the "Spiegel" of¬ 
fice by relatives of the prisoners. A part of the German 
left also displayed an active behaviour to the hunger- 
strike - discussions and leaflets, banners hung from oc¬ 
cupied houses, militant demos, spray painting, and an in¬ 
creasing number of targeted anti-imperialist militant ac¬ 
tions and attacks against institutions of the State-SPD 
office, US institutions, pig research institutions, 
press. This support and mobilization created the pressure 
which forced the State to give assurances to Amnesty In¬ 
ternational and to the representatives of the prisoners. 

Inspite of the pressure from the outside, the circumstan¬ 
ces of most of the prisoners have not changed, i.e., the 
carrying out of the given assurances has not happened. 
This is because after the breaking off of the hunger- 
strike the support mobilization and protest, thus the 
pressure, stopped. It is true that the pigs won't carry 
out the prisoners' demands unless they are forced to. 

That means that we have to further support the Imprisoned 
fighters for the carrying out of their demands. 

In this situation, more than a year after the end of the 
collective hungerstrike, some prisoners from the RAF and 
other anti-imperialist prisoners renewed the hungerstrike 
to break through their isolation and to fight for the 
conditions, in which they are able to live and work to¬ 
gether, in keeping with their political identity. 


38 





Lutz Taufer, prisoner from the RAF, In prison In Schwalm- 
stadt, had been for a long time confronted with an escal¬ 
ation of targeted terror against him. After Lutz had 
fought with the RAF In the 1981 collective hungerstrlke, 
he recleved the assurance that he would be transferred to 
Celle Into a group of four other male prisoners from the 
RAF. Parallel to the sharpening of attacks and brutaliza¬ 
tion against him, this was officially taken back In De¬ 
cember 1981. 

On the 22.2.82 Lutz took up the hungerst'fIke to put an 
end to the permanent attacks on him, and to fight for his 
Immediate transfer to Celle. After a renewed assurance 
from the Justice Ministry he broke off the hungerstrlke 
on the 5.3.82. 

Four days later at the end of a visit he was beaten up 
for Ignoring an arbitrary embracing ban. Six days later 
he was brutalized by a prison guard commando and dragged 
into the bunker. After the "visit-terror" repeated it¬ 
self on the 22.3. he was again dragged Into the bunker, 
and was badly injured by targeted blows on the head and 
face. With several head wounds and suspiclan of concuss 
Sion, Lutz had been, with short Interruptions, for an 
extended period of time in the Ice—cellar, an almost non— 
heated, non-vent11ated basement cell - without personal 
things like typewriter, books, etc., and experiencing 
regular sleep deprivation through permanent waking. Lutz 
refused to let himself be examined by the prison doctor, 
because this doctor had forcefed b^ln during the 1981 
hungerstrlke. Another doctor was first allowed to see him 
after 14 days. Lutz was transferred to Celle in May. 


Siegllnde Hofmann and Ingrid Barabass, both prisoners 
from the RAF, were sentenced to 15 years (Siegllnde) and 
four years (Ingrid) for "membership In a terrorist or¬ 
ganization . Since September both women have been In 
(penal Institution) Frankfurt—Preungesheim, on the same 
station but fully Isolated from another. The presiding 
Judges in their trials substantiated their refusal to 
agree to the two having contact with another, saying that 
this could only take place after the closing of the hear¬ 
ing of evidence. After this had already for a long time 
been the case, Siegllnde and Ingrid could still not come 
together. 
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In this situation Sieglinde and Ingrid began an unlimited 
hungerstrike on the 26.6.82 with the concrete demands 
that: 

— they immediately be allowed to have contact in Frank— 
furt-Preungesheim and 

— they he integrated into a group of RAF prisoners. 

In the night of the 8.7. they were taken by helicopter, 
remaining isolated, to a prison hospital in Kassel. In 
response to this escalation they immediately began a 
thirststrike. This was broken off on the 15.8. but the 
hungerstrike was continued. 

Verena Becker, prisoner from the RAF, has been since Jan¬ 
uary 1981 in total isolation in Koln-Ossendorf prison. 

For over two years before that, she was in the so-called 
"normal prison execution", in Frankfurt-Preungesheim. 

This was at the same time a "test project" for the des¬ 
troying of her political identity. 

Verena began an unlimited hungerstrike on the 19.7.82. 

Verena, Ingrid and Sieglinde all broke off their hunger- 
strike on the 27.7.82 with the assurance that Sieglinde! 
and Verena would be put together in Koln-Ossendorf - and 
have contact with one another - and that Ingrid would be 
transferred to a standing group of prisoners from the RAF 
and other anti-imperialists, likely Berlin. 

After breaking off the hungerstrike, Ingrid was transfer¬ 
red back to Frankfurt and is still in total isolation and 
Sieglinde was transferred to Koln, but has no contact 
with Verena. 

Bemd Rossner, prisoner from the RAF, belonged, as did 
Lutz, to the Commando Holger Meins, which occupied the 
German Embassy in Stockholm in 1975, whose goal was the 
freeing of political prisoners in the FRG. The government 
did not react to the demands of the commando and the Em¬ 
bassy was suddenly stormed by a mobile action commando of 
the German police. Two members of the RAF commando were 
killed during and after the action, by the police, and 
Bemd along with Lutz and two others were taken prisoner. 
From 1975 to 1978 Bemd was in total - and small - group 
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isolation. In 1978 he was transferred to Straublng, where 
from then on, he has been in total Isolation. 

Bemd sits 23 hours a day in the cell with one hour iso¬ 
lated yard walk. His contacts with the outside are inter¬ 
fered with and prevented through confiscation of mail, 
general writing ban to certain persons and massive denial 
of visits. He is prohibited every contact to other polit¬ 
ical prisoners including letters. The end of the terror 
against him is linked to offers that he take part in the 
"normal prison execution". His application for transfer 
to be with other RAF prisoners was officially turned 
down in December 1981. 

Bernd Rossner began an unlimited hungerstrike on the 14. 
7.82, his concrete demand being: 

- transfer to an already existing or still to be built 
group of prisoners from the RAF in Nordrhein-Westfalen or 
Nledersaxon. 

Beyond that he demands: 

- the fufillment of the assurances given during the 1981 
hungerstrike l.e., the integration into groups of all 
prisoners who are still in total or two-person isolation. 

Bernd broke off the hungerstrike on the 17.8.82 without 
having received any kind of assurance from the authori¬ 
ties. 

As the prisoners from the RAF, two women from the anti¬ 
imperialist resistance arrested out of the legal move¬ 
ment, have also been in hungerstrike. 

Helga Roos was arrested in Frankfurt in October 1981. She 
Is charged with having participated in the Kroesen assas- 
inatlon attempt and with being a member of the RAF. The 
trials against Helga and two other men from the anti-im-- 
perialist resistance in the FRG, and the obviously com¬ 
pletely constructed allegations on which they are based, 
represent a new quality in the criminalization - and re¬ 
sistance combatance - strategy of the State. 

Since her arrest, Helga sits in total isolation and has 
the same prison conditions as those of the prisoners of 
the RAF - visit and letter restrictions, separating glass 
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at visits, cell raids, transferring. Since her arrest, 
she has already been transferred two times - Stammheim, 
Buhl, Zweibrucken - not until Zweibrucken was she granted 
for the first time outdoor exercise period. 

Helga began a hunger and thirststrike on the 14.7.82, in 
support of the RAF prisoners on hungerstrike and for her 
own transfer into a group of prisoners. She broke off the 
hxmgerstrike on the 20.7.82. 

Doris Braune was imprisoned as a member of the Stuggart 
Fantasia Printers, which has printed, among other things, 
documents from the RAF. Because of her refusal to do 
prison work Doris was regularly being thrown into the 
bunker. She began a hungerstrike on the 14.7.82 with the 
demand that she not be thrown into the bunker anymore. 
After the authorities gave their word that this would be 
the case, she broke off the hungerstrike at the beginning 
of August. Doris finished her sentence and came out of 
prison in September. 

The pigs are trying and want to break the imprisoned 
fighters l.e., to force them away from their political 
identity. The State wants to deny the political dimension 
of the struggle of the prisoners, it attempts to forward 
the assertion that it is dealing with completely "normal" 
prisoners, in completely "normal" prison conditions, by 
attempting, with all its means, to force the prisoners 
seperately into the "normal prison execution". 

This "normal" assertion is directed against the demand 
for integration into groups, as it is the only possibil¬ 
ity for communist prisoners to break the fascist prison 
system of isolation, brainwashing programmes, differen¬ 
tiation, and graduated repression - and to further devel¬ 
op anti-imperialist politics. Likewise the experience of 
political prisoners in the "normal prison execution" was 
always the experience, that the "normal prison execution 
always came with separating glass at visits, censoring, 
selection of visitors by political criterion, etc., they 
therefore experienced that there never was/is such a 
thing as the "normal prison conditions" for political 
prisoners, it is only another method to try and break 
the prisoners out of their political context. Not only 
isolation, but all the intensifications already des— 
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crlbed, that have been applied to the prisoners in the 
last months, are given their grounds in that the pris¬ 
oners refuse to participate in the "noirmal prison execu¬ 
tion". 

New about this "normal prisoner" line is the consistency 
with which it is pushed through on the prisoners. It is 
the reaction of the pigs to the year long struggle 
against their isolation torture, which, when the confron¬ 
tation escalated and the support for the prisoners was 
strong here, was always met with crlticlsrir and opposi¬ 
tion, as during the 1981 hungerstrike. With this line 
though, the State wants to make itself unattackable and 
thus rule out opposition and protest. The precondition 
for this is of course this line that the anti-imperialist 
prisoners are "normal" prisoners and not prisoners of 
war. 

It is important to see that this propaganda - which di¬ 
rectly corresponds to the NATO guidelines for the combat- 
ance of resistance, according to which political prison¬ 
ers will not ever be allowed to be recognized as such - 
It is not only simply a lie, but a material prerequisite 
for the extermination, confinement and terror against the 
prisoners. 

This development shows, that if - in the face of isola¬ 
tion, and in the face of the everyday of the imperialist 
prison system - the organization of communist prisoners, 
should be able to be realized, the dmnand for application 
of the minimum guarantees of the "Geneva Convention for 
Prisoners of War", has to have an ever increasing impor¬ 
tance for us. For this directs itself against the depol- 
itlcallzatlon and criminalization strategies, because it 
states the political context, by which anti-imperialist 
struggle here must be determined, that is: as part of the 
world wide revolutionary front against US imperialism. 
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Imprisoned Women JVA 3 Frankfurt, 1.7.82 

Ffm. Preungesheim 

SOLIDARITY AND HUNGERSTRIKE STATEMENT 

We, that is the six imprisoned women in Preungesheim, 
have been in unlimited hungerstrike since the 26.6., 

28.6. and 29.6.82. 

With this we support the demands of the hungerstriking 
prisoners, S. Hofmann and I. Barabass, and their fight 
against isolation. 

When the Administration of Justice - like here and many 
other areas of the FRG, isolates human beings from hu¬ 
man beings for years, then this is a targeted extermina¬ 
tion strategy against these human beings. 

While we experience daily, how this prison execution 
ever increasingly moves towards isolation within the 
prisons (separation of all stations with drawn up iron 
bars and partition iron bars), while there is separation 
according to offence and with that calculation ghettoi- 
sation, we do not want and cannot silently witness this 
any longer.' 

We demand: 

- no isolation for anyone 

- that the prisoners Hofmann and Barabass immediately be 
allowed to have contact with each other. 

We demand further: 

- no sanctions of any kind against the hungerstriking 
prisoners, and further, in particular no sanctions of 
any kind against other prisoners, who, in whatever 
form, declare themselves in solidarity with the hunger- 
striking prisoners. 

We emphatically state: 

- that every single one of us, independent from the 
others, resolved themselves to this step. 

- that we, out of purely humanitarian reasons, feel our¬ 
selves obligated to resist the extermination aim of 
this justice. 
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Our hungerstrike Is also an expression of our solidarity 
with all prisoners, in all prisons who struggle against 
this inhuman system. 

Annotation: As we have just heard, more prisoners have 
already declared themselves in solidarity. 

Signed - the hungerstriking prisoners. 


An additional 150 women prisoners in Preungesheim have, 
in an open declaration, declared themselves in solidarity 
with the hungerstrike. 

On the 16.7. relatives of the political prisoners chained 
themselves to a building of the Supreme Court in Frankfurt, 
as a solidarity action with the hungerstriking prisoners. 


PARTICIPANTS LETTER OF THE MEETING 'TURKEY TODAY' TO THE 
PRISONER FROM THE RAF LUTZ TAUFER: 


Dear Comrade, 


Today we are holding an event out of solidarity with the 
over 150,000 political prisoners which there are in Tur¬ 
key since the NATO putsch there: 

Iheir struggle is a clear sign for the resistance of the 
people and Important for the whole revolutionary process. 

We know that here in the FRG, the land which was, next to 
the USA, decisively responsible for the putsch in our 
land, there are also anti-imperialist political prison¬ 
ers. Today we have also heard about the conditions, under 
which you lead your struggle for coming together, dis¬ 
cussing, working, struggling with the other political 
prisoners. 

We support your demand and those of the other prisoners 
from the anti-imperialist resistance for 

- application of the minimum guarantees of the Geneva 
Convention 

materially, that means 


45 







- integration of the political prisoners into groups 
fully and completely! 

Our spirits are with you, also with the comrades in pri¬ 
sons in Turkey, and with all - everywhere in the world - 
who also don't give up the fight against imperialism. 

Kaxlsruhe, 17.4.82 

FIREBOMB ATTEMPT ON US DEPOT 

Offenbach - Unknown culprits 
apparently wanted to start 
a large fire in a US Depot in 
Offenbach late Saturday night. 

As reported by the police on 
Monday, at approximately 3am 
a military police patrol dis¬ 
covered a burning truck on 
the extended piece of land, 
which had been ignited by a 
firebomb combined with a 
short time alarm. 

A similar firebomb device 
underneath a second wagon 
did not function. 

The patrol was able to stop 
the fire before it spread to 
two further military vehicles, 
so that the damage was held to 
only 70,000 marks. (30,000 US 
dollars). 

- from a W. German bourgeois.newspaper 


A part of the imperialist war is always fully and direct 
ly at those people who have begun to fight for libera¬ 
tion. 

A year ago, during the RAF prisoners' collective hunger- 
strike against their extermination within the framework 
of this war, Sigurd Debus was murdered. The fight for as¬ 
surances of the Federal Government during the 1981 hun— 
gerstrike, which contain the prisoners integration into 
groups, have still not been kept today. 
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On the contrary, the State's will to exterminate is es¬ 
calating against the imprisoned comrades, who also in 
isolation don't stop fighting: the most open expression 
of this at this time is the plain phsical torture on 
Lutz Taufer, which one can only comprehend as a murder 
attempt. 

We made the action on Easter Sunday against the US Depot 
In Offenbach, which is a component of the general mlli- 
Lary structure here around the air base, because: 

we also know, from the experiences during the last hun- 
gerstrike, that the necessary fight for the protection 
of the imprisoned anti-imperialist fighters must also be 
lead and organized as part of the worldwide struggle 
against US imperialism; 

Lliat this struggle, like other struggles here, gets per- 
apective and strength when it develops Itself into a part 
of the International front against the imperialist war. 

Parallel to its war preparations, which are supposed to 
bring it the recapture of world hegemony and for which it 
needs the Western European terrain as starting point, 
Lurntable and target, US imperialism organizes and co¬ 
ordinates through NATO a differentiated programme for the 
combattence of insurrection. The war, which they have 
been leading for 11 years against the armed anti-imperial¬ 
ist politics of the RAF, is constantly expanding - because 
more and more people on all levels are defending them¬ 
selves and resisting against the imperialist politics of 
destruction. 

I hat the collaboration of US and FRG police "functions 
smoothly" (Lt. General Kroesen) against the developing 
anti-imperialist resistance, shows Itself concretely for 
example, that our comrades Helga Roos, Karl Grosser and 
durgen Schneider, with the help of abtruse constructions 
(membership in a supposedly existing legal arm of the 
RAF), have been sitting for months in prison. These State 
security constructions are held up by, among other things, 
the testimonies of yankee-offleers. 

Our action is one part of the struggle against the war 
project of the people-murdering US imperialism, which, in 
Its mad lust for power and profit, also Includes the 
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atomising of Europe in its plans. 

It is a part and a level of the struggle, which we want 
to develop here with the guerilla in Western Europe so 
that it will become impossible for the imperialists to 
organize their war plans from out of here - which is also 
the most effective solidarity with the fighting libera¬ 
tion movements in the whole world. 

WAR ON THE IMPERIALIST WAR 
IMMEDIATE TRANSFER OF LUTZ TO CELLE 
COMMON INTEGRATION OF THE RAF PRISONERS 
FREEING OF HELGA, JURGEN AND CARLOS 

14.3.82 

FOR OUR COMRADE BERND ROSSNER 


Bernd has been in hungerstrike since 14.7.82, for his in¬ 
tegration with other prisoners from the RAF. 

With two firebombs we attacked the US officers' club 
"Fidelitas" on Michiganstreet in Karlsruhe, in the night 
of 4.8.82. 

Bernd has been since his arrest almost continuously in 
total Isolation. His hungerstrike is the continuation of 
the RAF collective hungerstrike in early 1981. In spite 
of the fought for assurances, Siegfried Haag and Angelika 
Speitel are still in total isolation. Gunter Sonnenberg 
and Roland Mayer, Gert Scheider and Chistof Wackernagel, 
Rolf Heissler and Stefan Wisniewski are in two-person 
isolation. Sieglinde Hofman and Ingrid Barabass broke off 
their hungerstrike after receiving the assurances that 
they would be integrated into a standing group. Almost 
all imprisoned anti-Imperialist militants are in total 
isolation. 

In the 1981 hungerstrike, we stood before the question, 
how to bring about the pressure which will force the 
State to Integrate the prisoners into groups - out of 
that emerged many initiatives and actions. At that time 
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we experienced that, if we want it and fight for it to¬ 
gether, the development of resistance makes a jump for¬ 
ward - a jump which expressed itself in the wideness of 
the solidarity with the prisoners as well as in the cor¬ 
rectness of aim of military actions against institutions 
of US imperialism, state security journalists, justice 
and State institutions. All this created the pressure to 
reach the assurances. 

In the last few years there has been the development in 
the FRG, that more and more people are cfirecting them¬ 
selves against the State and US imperialism, and more and 
more people are making a break with the State and knowing 
that there is no hope at all inside of this system and 
are deciding for themselves. 

Before and during the NATO Summit meeting, the strength 
of this development could be felt: militant actions 
against US institutions from Athens to Berlin. At the 
demo on 11.6. against the Reagan visit we experienced 
that we were successful - although the apparatus had mo¬ 
bilized all available means - in making a militant attack 
against the NATO war politic. 

The militant resistance is now in a phase, where we have 
to, from the way of acting and direct perplexity, develop 
a conception of how to smash the system. What is missing 
from us, is the continuity and consciousness as to what 
kind of meaning our resistance here in the FRG has - as a 
section in the worldwide front for liberation - how we 
transform that in our practice, how we can attack imper¬ 
ialism in its heart, so that the pigs from their centres, 
to which they have to retreat more and more, cannot carry 
out their extermination campaigns against human beings 
everywhere in the world unhindered. 

Like now in Lebanon: there US imperialism is trying, with 
the Zionists help, to liquidate the Palestinian resis¬ 
tance. Our action expresses our anger about the cruelties 
which are being committed against the Palestinian people, 
and our solidarity with the enclosed fighters in West 
Berult. 

We realize that the struggle in Palestine has a meaning 
for us here. US Imperialism is trying to neutralize a 
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liberation movement, which is recognized worldwide and 
recieves worldwide support. How and if they succeed in 
this, is important for all liberation movements and 
every resistance. 

For us that means, to fight for and to gain the ability 
to act and the possibilities, from which the acting anti¬ 
imperialist front here can develop. 

We understand this also as solidarity with our comrades, 
who have been taken prisoners because of their anti-im¬ 
perialist politics, and who, like now Karl Grosser, Jur¬ 
gen Schneider, and Helga Roos with help from the state 
security constructions, should vanish for years in pris 
on. 

RESISTANCE MEANS ATTACK AGAINST THE COUNTER REVOLUTIONARY 
ATTACK OF THE STATE'. 

IMMEDIATE TRANSFER OF BERND INTO A GROUP! 

INTEGRATION OF ALL PRISONERS FROM THE ANTI IMPERIALIST 
RESISTANCE! 

SOLIDARITY WITH THE STRUGGLE OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE! 

* * * 

BUILD UP THE ANTI IMPERIALIST FRONT! 

ATTACK US IMPERIALISM AND ITS STRUCTURES EVERYWHERE IN 
THE WORLD! 

In the night of 2.8.82 we attempted to set off a fire¬ 
bomb at the motor-pool of the Pershing Brigade in Schwa- 
blsch Gmund and we left the following leaflet behind: 

VICTORY TO THE PALESTINIAN AND LEBANESE REVOLU¬ 
TIONARIES'. 

WITHDRAWAL OF ISRAELI TROOPS FROM LEBANON AND ALL 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES'. NO INTERVENTION OF THE 
IMPERIALIST MURDER BANDS - DISGUISED AS "PEACE 
KEEPING TROOPS! 
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INTEGRATION INTO GROUPS, OF THE PRISONERS FROM 
THE ANTI IMPERIALIST RESISTANCE, TREATMENT OF THE 
PRISONERS FROM THE RAF ACCORDING TO THE MINIMUM 
GUARANTEES OF THE GENEVA CONVENTION.' 

IMMEDIATE TRANSFER OF BERND ROSSNER (SINCE 14.7.82 
IN HUNGERSTRIKE) INTO A GROUP OF PRISONERS FROM 
THE RAF! 

FIGHT TO liberation: 

1 .; 

...Solidarity becomes reality and power as proletariat 
Internationalism - that means to attack its strategic 
positions, the common enemy US imperialism, at the place 
where each is confronted with it, and solidarity is the 
Imsls, on which the line of anti-imperialist struggle 
will be unified..." RAF prisoners' hungerstrike state¬ 
ment, 6.2.81. 

lhat the action did not succeed does not change the fact, 
that it is necessary and possible, to organize militant 
attacks. The myth of the unattackability, and the fear of 
the violence of the ruling class, falls apart there, 
wliere we decide to build ourselves functioning struc¬ 
tures, with the goal to attack the enemy. 

Tlie action is an expression of our solidarity with the 
Htruggle of the Palestinian people and with the hunger- 
atrike of our imprisoned comrades from the RAF - Sleg- 
I Inde, Ingrid, Bernd, Verena, - who are fighting for 
their integration into groups. 

Ihe war in Lebanon, and the extermination programs formu¬ 
lated by NATO, against the anti-imperialist resistance 
and the imprisoned revolutionaries, are the two sides of 
the same strategy with which the imperialists, under the 
leadership of the USA and - here in Western Europe - the 
KRG, want to try to change the relation of forces between 
the revolution and counter revolution, so that their 
power — and capital reproduction is possible and secured. 


Against that, here - in the centres of their power - the 
■ntl-imperiallst front develops itself, in which we - all 
who want the revolutionary struggle, the imprisoned rev¬ 
olutionaries, and the guerilla as the essense and founda- 
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tion of the struggle — advance the attack line here on 
all levels against US imperialism, NATO, and the State. 

SOLIDARITY WITH THE PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE'. 

WITHDRAWAL OF ALL ZIONIST TROOPS FROM ALL OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES'. 

NO INTERVENTION OF THE DISGUISED MURDER GANGS - THE 
"PEACE KEEPING FORCES"! 

INTEGRATION OF THE PRISONERS FROM THE ANTI IMPERIALIST 
RESISTANCE INTO GROUPS - IMMEDIATE TRANSFER OF BERND, 
SIEGLINDE, INGRID, VERENA AND ALL WHO ARE SINGULARLY 
ISOLATED: 

APPLICATION OF THE MINIMUM GUARANTEES OF THE GENEVA 
CONVENTION FOR PRISONERS OF WAR! 

ITALY BETWEEN TWO FIRES; 

IS THE EXIT THROUGH THE 
FRONT OR THE BACK DOOR? 

INTERVIEW WITH FRANCESCO PIPERNO 


The Italian physicist, Francesco Piperno has been held in 
Quebec since September 1981. As a presumed member of the 
Red Brigades, he has undergone extradition proceedings at 
the request of the Italian government. Although he was 
previously acquitted three times by Canadian tribunals, 
he was arrested again by the R.C.M.P. on March 30, 1982 
and must face a new extradition hearing at the request of 
the Italian government for the same charges - but this 
time under the pretext of new evidence. 

In this interview, it is not the viewpoint of an informed 
witness of Italian politics which is given to us, but ra¬ 
ther the reflections of a militant on his own practice 
and positions. 

Q; Could you tell us about the various groups in which 
you were active in Italy. 

FP: At first, I was a militant in the Communist Youth in 
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1967. Then there was a purge of a hundred cadres and I 
vvas one of them. These militants subsequently became 
leaders of the student movement in 1968. Then the Commun- 
s arty changed its mind about us and asked us to re- 
Join Its ranks. We turned down this offer. 


rhe extra parlimentary left in Italy started after the 
968 events because the specific student struggles facil- 
tated a liason between the students and the workers. 
During the general strike in 1969, for Instance, close 
collaboration and solidarity between the'student movement 
and the workers movement led to the emergence of groups 
.^uc a as Lotta Continua' and 'Potere Operaio'. I was a 
militant in the latter. 


y: How do you explain the rise of the extra-parlimentary 
lert, in which you were involved? 

I‘P: I believe that the reasons for its rise are due to 

class during the 50’s 

■raft principally 

(C” manufacturing). With the boom of the 

LtorJef' “f? introduction of assembly line »ork in 

ctories constituted a magnet attracting the people from 

rl marLd a shift 

from craft labour to mass labour, which went along with 
a process of division of labour. ^ 

Millions of persons from the South then became proletari- 
/inised without have the same political traditions as the 

the PCI (Italian Communist Party). For its part, the Par¬ 
ty was essentially contempuous of this new Lye; of th^ 

difficul¬ 
ties integrating itself to the northern society. In res- 

workers refused to join the trade union or- 
controlled by the Communists, 
the right ’defused to join those unions controlled by 


Q: Was this a political 
of the institutions that 
■ociety? 


stance, a rejection by the workers 
incorporate them in capitalist 
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FP: Yes, and this was concretised at the beginning of the 
60's, when the working class, for the first time, organ¬ 
ised its struggles autonomously, without being systemati¬ 
cally led by left organisations. More precisely, it is in 
1963 that workers came out of the factories and erected 
barricades, which provoked a real crisis for Italian of¬ 
ficials and for the Communists who then distanced them¬ 
selves from the workers, labelling them provocators. It 
is at this time also that the review "Clase Operaia dir¬ 
ected by Mario Tronti appeared. It constituted one of the 
important elements for the building of the extra-parlia¬ 
mentary leit. 

Five years later, similar struggles occurred at the Fiat 
works in Mirafiori, struggles which were led by workers 
coming from the South and which resulted in a general 
strike. This particular class struggle went much beyond 
communist radicalism. At the same time, relations between 
the student movement and the workers were strengthened. 

It is from this 1968 experience that the extra-parliamen¬ 
tary left came - as the student movement transformed it¬ 
self in a political action group. 

Following the 1968 events, there was a split among the 
cadres in the left of the PCI. Some formed the group II 
Manifesto'. They developed a 'classical' analysis of the 
conununist left. They also made contacts with Cuba and 
some of the Latin American movements. For us in Pot ere 
Operaio, tiie division provoked by 11 Manifesto was sig¬ 
nificant as it represented a crisis in the traditional 
workers movement. 

Q: American trade unionism at the time of the New Deal 
features prominently in the works of Mario Tronti and An¬ 
tonio Negri, two of the leaders of Potere Operaio. In 
particular, Tronti's work suqqests that the present 
struggle in Europe is less advanced than the struggle in 
the U.S. in the 1930's, wnicn ne considers more important 
than, for instance the movement of May 1968 in France 
which had slogans such as "football to the football play¬ 
er", which appears here as... 

FP: ...almost a provocation. Yes, naturally, it consti¬ 
tutes a provocation to the traditional trade union move¬ 
ment. You must understand that the European workers' 
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movement, and especially the Italian one, Is very deriva¬ 
tive ideologically. Before the 1960's, the typical scen¬ 
ario was this: the Third Communist Internationale would 
develop a political line, which would be accepted by the 
I’CI, which in turn was conveye<l to the militants who then 
led the struggle in accordance with that line. The PCI 
did not root its class analysis in the concrete develop¬ 
ments at the base; rather, it received its analysis from 
the top of the communist hierarchy. Yet, provocation al¬ 
ways comes from the workers and not from the red banners 
that are waved in passive dembnstrations’l 


In Italy, an ideological tradition has been deeply in- 
rribed in the workers' movement. To take an example, be- 
lore 1968 the struggles centred on themes like the with¬ 
drawal of Italy from NATO. Communist and Socialist work- 
••rs were being mobilised and massively endorsed this type 
ot demand, and from the shop floor, they would go on 
Htrike to protest against such concepts as NATO. This 
meant that when the workers Initiated strikes for better 
working conditions, the Communists were not interested in 
participating in, let alone leading, these struggles. For 
(lie Communists, only strikes on the themes of peace, de¬ 
tente, or against NATO were considered to be the highest 
level of expression. 

0: How did your group, Potere Operaio, analyse the char- 
rtiteristics of the working class at the end of the 60's 
and the 70's? 


KP: I have already talked about the first wave of Imml- 
gration to the North. It generated the formation of what 
We refer to as "the mass worker". This worker partici¬ 
pates in mass consumption, as he receives relatively high 
aalaries. He works in monopolistic firms (such as Fiat), 
and currently represents an Important layer of the work¬ 
ing class. He participates actively in the life of the 
factory -that is to say, in the struggle which is taking 
place inside the factory - but he refuses to take part in 
the scheme of workers' participation in management 


Another generation of workers, which emerges after the 
petroleum crisis, is the new proletarian subject whom we 
called^ new social worker". This worker makes his appear, 
ance with the massive automation of the plants, with the 
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introduction of robots. This "new social worker still 
constitutes a minority in the working class. He, however, 
has transformed the classic profile of the workers 
struggle. Among other things, he maintains with machines 
and with the factory relationships which are different 
frcBD those of the craft worker or the mass worker. For 
hi*, work is something that must be endured in order to 
liTC. The shape of his struggles is very anonymous. The 
most important form of struggle is surely to be absent 
from work, because work is considered repulsive. As soon 
as he is in the position to leave the factory he involves 
himself in the process that we call "run-away line : that 
is to say, he withdraws himself from the capitalist con¬ 
tract as soon as his income allows him to do so. Once 
liberated from the constraints of the labour process, he 
travels, plays music, spends his money, in short, he en¬ 
joys life. 

Q: What kind of relationship did Potere Operaio maintain 
with workers? 

FP: Its cadres had to be able to animate and manage the 
workers' struggle. To learn how to do that, we studied 
the history of some American trade unions, such as the 
Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), which represented, 
for us, some kind of a model, 

Potere Operaio maintained that there are two workers' 
movements - one which includes the traditional workers, 
while the other was formed by mass labour. I must specify 
here that this theme of two workers' movements was devel¬ 
oped by a German, Roth, and had become a common place in 
the discussions of our group. Roth's theory derives from 
the relationship that the socialists in the 19th Century 
had with the artisans. 

Our group put forward the thesis of Roth, but avioded 
cutting itself off from the traditional layers of labour 
and their respective trade union circles. Our adoption 
and elaboration of Roth's thesis led to our rejection of 
the concept of work as developed by the PCI ("transform 
the worker into a producer"). We rooted politics in 
daily life, demanded the end of capitalist exploitation, 
and pressed for the equality of wages for all, regardless 
of qualifications which artificially differentiate be- 
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tween technicj.ans, scientists and workers. This allowed 
the emergence of new forms of struggle, 

i.i: It has been observed that the Italian working class 
li(>came younger in the 60's. Some writers, like Francesco 
Herardi, have developed the thesis of a young proletariat. 
Wtiat is the thesis, and what difference do you see be¬ 
tween the young proletarians and the American counter- 
cultural movement? 

The American counter-culture, contrary to the exper- 
U-nce of Italy's proletarian youth, did not develop an 
rtnalysis of the state, a question which occupies a cen¬ 
tral place in the actions of the "new social worker". For 
I lie young proletarian, the continuous limits to his life 
that are imposed by the state imply that the struggle 
against the state is becoming more and more Inevitable. 
Itiit, by struggle against the state we mean "shrinking" 

I lie state, defending one's self against it rather than 
attempting to take it over. Paradoxically, there is in 
tills a trace of the European liberal tradition. 

Tills "shrinking" of the state constitutes a step towards 
a true democracy, just like it was defined before 1917 
for the bolsheviks, among whom democracy was defined as 
I lie withering away of the state. So, the more the state 
Ih being shrunk, the more democracy is enriched. It is no 
longer possible to take over the state by the means of 
the Party, because this way of taking over the state 
leads us to the trap of the counter-state as experienced 
In Eastern Europe. That is to say, it leads to a new 
itnte, worse than the old one. Hence, we must organize 
ourselves against the state, not to take it over, but to 
make it disappear. 

The young Italian proletariat does not have a positive 
relationship with work because the only thing he is look¬ 
ing for is a way to get Income. I would add that it is 
not a question of laziness on his part, because the "new 
ioclal worker", in his free activities, generates a great 
potential of creativity and productivity. This means that 
■•Tf“realization is the highest form of social productiv¬ 
ity. This new mode of life sends us back to the principle 
Bf enjoyment vdilch erects Itself against all the classl- 
eal principles of socialism. 
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The "new social worker" sees automation as a beneficial 
factor. This is quite contrary to the view of the tradi¬ 
tional worker, who rejects automation becaiise he is 
afraid to lose his job. For the new historical object, 
eliminating manual labour becomes an oDjective to be 
attained. The "new social worker" is perfectly conscious 
that the capitalist dynamic pushes toward robotization in 
the workplace. He rejects the factory as a mode of life, 
contrary to the professional worker who integrates him¬ 
self into the factory. In short, the "new social worker" 
constructs for himself life-alternatives which go beyond 
the work ethic, which stand outside the capitalist norm 
and outside the tradition of the workers' movement. For 
the "new social worker," the traditional workers' move¬ 
ment is the otner lace ot capitalism. That is to say, 
traditional workers' struggle only provokes the growth 
of capitalist organization. Certainly, it is the same 
dialectic whicii ties ' ttie serf to the lord,' but this 
logic leads to the trap of the integration and institu¬ 
tionalization of capitalist relationships. The "new so¬ 
cial worker" prefers to pull himself nut of the capital¬ 
ist contract. He prefers "flight" to "struggle." He runs 
away from the factory rather than fighting inside it. He 
looks for ways to "flee" rather than for programs of 
struggle. 

The practice of the young proletariat, its social behav¬ 
iour, is not exclusive to the young. It is not a ques¬ 
tion of generation, even though it is mostly present 
among the young. Besides, this rejection of work is not 
limited to the factories; it is also present in the ter¬ 
tiary sector, which includes highly quaiitied employees 
such as engineers. 

Q: Where does the "new social worker" fit into contempor¬ 
ary capitalist production? 

FP: The "new social workers" are usually concentrated in 
the most precarious ana marginal of jobs, in peripheral, 
small sized units of production, to which you have to add 
domestic work. The peripheral sector of the labour market 
is presently undergoing a tremendous growth in italy. it 
employs more than six million workers out of a total ac¬ 
tive population of 22 million people. Most of it, of 
course, is moonlighting, which takes place outside the 
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social security system. It is not protected by any law 
w^tsoever and does not show up in the governmental sta- 


Such a number of marginal workers cannot be simply the 
product of the anomalies of an economic system. Rather 
it could be the result of a real strategy of crisis man¬ 
agement by the state, a novel way to manage the labour 
lorce, which could be generalized on a world scale. It is 
a strategy that extends in a new way the archaic form of 
exploitation. It is thanks to these six million marginal 
workers, which constitute the underground, clandestine 
economy, that the offleal economy of Italy is avoiding 
bankruptcy, because these workers are very productive. 

These workers constitute more of less the "new social 
subject which we have been talking about. Most of them 
are young people who have received a college or univer¬ 
sity education and who, in some cases, are part of the 
technlco-sclentlfIc intelllegentsia. 


^ new legitimacy which 
de^nds legal recognition. The needs, the deslrL, and 
the collective imagination of these workers cannot be 
borne by traditional political or trade union organlza- 

theirbehlvl work, their expectations and 

U.eir behaviour are completely different. Because these 

^rkers relate to work in a completely negative way, none 
tifllr, -“^tlve capacities can be transmitted or'^objec! 
tliem labour. Work alienates^ 

ll ^ definitively. On the other hand, it is 

rlf? f consumption that these workers 

realize themselves. To the ethic of work and self-denial 
they have substituted an ethic of self-realization and ’ 


rp: His opposition to the traditional worker and the 
cornerstone of the communist and 
organization, is direct. While the tra- 
Jf I considers his work not only as a source 

•OllticIl^?ii enrichment, but also as a way to 

po tical liberation and to cultural promotion, the "new 





social worker" sees in it only a source of mutilation and 
intellectual degradation; while the tradtionai worker de¬ 
fends the existence of his job and perceives negatively 
all technological innovations which are capable of econo¬ 
mising on manual labour, the casual worker perceives au¬ 
tomation in a positive way, because he hopes to live S^a- 
tultously, his "right to be lazy". Similarly, the tradi¬ 
tional worker is suspicious of science and maintains a 
fragile and suspecting alliance with the technico-scien- 
tific intelligentsia, while the "new social worker" sees 
in automationi the potential to free himself from social¬ 
ly necessary labour and identifies himself with the ob¬ 
jectives of the intelligentsia. With the intelligentsia, 
he shares an aversion for the brute power of repitition. 
Finally, for the traditional worker, the factory remains 
the privileged locus of the struggle and of an improbable 
victory. For the "new social worker", it represents a 
trap that must be avoided and from which one must flee. 

The "new social subject" is the bearer of a reality for 
which he seeks recognition and it is precisely the resis¬ 
tance against this, the resistance of the old world of 
parties, corporations, and trade unions, which make the 
Italian situation an explosive one - up to the threat of 
a potential civil war. At any rate, it is the six million 
'moonlighters' who feed the opposition to the reigme, be 
it in the open opposition of the autonomists (an opposi¬ 
tion which is today in serious difficultv in the face of 
the repression, more military than judicial, on the part 
of the Italian state), or the clandestine opposition of 
the terrorists (which is ever stronger given its clandes¬ 
tine character which allows it to survive the special 
laws and the nazi methods of the police). 

Q-. Does the theme of the Autonomists which has been 
spread by many authors, including Antonio Negri, and 
which deals with the appropriation of enjoyment by the 
"new social worker", correspond to Marx's affirmations in 
the Grundrisse, where he declares that civilization is 
equivalent to a reduction of labour time relative to free 
time, the time that is not spent working?’ 


1. Autonomia is composed of numerous collectives through¬ 
out Italy. All of them declare that they refuse to 
"delegate power to anyone, except those who are active 
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FP: Reflection on the practice of the "new social worker" 
lias generated, among the Autonomists, a real "critical 
theory" In the german sense of the word. This theory can 
be found in Its highest level in the works of Toni Negri. 
In short, three conceptual tools define the profile of 
the new social subject: first the concept of "social in¬ 
dividual" described by Marx in the Grundrisse ; second, 
the thesis of Kraahl, which deals with the directly pro¬ 
ductive content of technlco-scientifIc labour; thirdly, 
the concept of revolutionary subject as a subject which 
Is called "transversal" and full of needs according to 
the analysis of Deleuze and Guattari. 

In other words, the autonomists considered that the only 
adequate political programme corresponding to the behav¬ 
iour of the new social subject is that which is expressed 
In the famous phrase of Marx: "to each according to his 
needs, from each according to his capabilities." This 
gives us an action programme which can be realized in the 
Immediate, and not a promise that is to be applied to the 
future. By contrast, the communists always send us to the 
peace and the enjoyment in the future, which has negative 
consequences on, for example, the way to conceive prog¬ 
ress, the function of the state, etc. 

I lie social programme of the autonomists is a "concrete 
utopia," a programme to change daily life, which is pos- 
■Ible in the capitalist west. The other aspect of their 
propositions, which is logically linked to the theme of 
injoyment, is that labour time must decrease to leave 


in the struggle". The first autonomist collectives 
were born when Potere Operaio dissolved in 1974. Their 
objective was to satisfy needs where they were most 
acute through a direct confrontation with the centres 
of economic power, including the state. They were 
formed in the large Italian cities and practiced vari¬ 
ous forms of "self-reduction" (of rents, in movie the¬ 
atres, restaurants, supermarkets, bookstores, etc.). 
Some of the activists of these collectives do not hes¬ 
itate to practice various forms of proletarian expro- 
P^istion. This phenomenon of proletarian expropriation 
is also practiced in Germany and Holland, where, for 
instance, people squat old buildings, occupying them 
and renovating them to create new living spaces. 
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room for greater freedom, greater free time. So, if there 
is a necessity, as I believe, to perform some repetitive 
labour in order to satisfy daily social needs, this can 
be done by redistributing labour among all individuals in 
society. For example, in their view, the necessity to op 
erate assembly lines must be a collectively shared res 
ponsibility. That means that all members of society could 
perform an equal amount of work in factories to ensure 
production. In such a context, an increase in free time 
would result, since the surplus labour time which is ex 
tracted by non-workers would be abolished and hence would 
no longer constitute a major and fundamental impediment 
to the decrease in labour time. 


The stimuli which would guarantee a miminal continuity to 
the production process could be of the same type as the 
compulsory character of military service which however, , 
is used to enrol individuals. But, motivation for social < 
work" would be promoted in a completely new framework, 
established in a collective fashion and using a less stu 
pid approach than the idea of enrolment. Technically, it ^ 
is possible insofar as assembly line work does not re¬ 
quire any particular skill. These propositions of the^ 
autonomists are aimed at eliminating the current practice 
of forcing only a part of the members of society to as¬ 
sume this repetative labour, a practice which constitutes 
the deepest cancer of modern society, a grave offense to 
human dignity. 


The autonomists consider that all wealth that is being 
produced in our societies has been produced on the basis 
of the degradation of those who are being assigned to 
these repetitive tasks. So, contrary to what is being 
said by idiots, when workers ask for less work and more 
pay, these demands are civilizing. They are not corpora 
tlst, rather the opposite. In the capitalist system it 
is the workers struggles which have effected the re uc loi 
of labour time and, as a consequence, the increase of 
free time. The bourgeoisie and the state, the ideal col 
lective capitalist of old Engels, the nerve centre of 
modern society, have never been and are still not inter 
ested in this idea. Consequently, the only class which 
has civilized the social relations of capitalism is the 
working class in its struggle against work. 
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What has been the impact of the rise of the extra- 
[larlimentary left in Italy? 

I’P; One can only say that the birth and the growth of the 
•■xtra-parlimentary left brought about a crisis in the 
traditional workers* movement in Italy. For the first 
Mme in the modern history of the country one witnessed 
t he experience of mass struggles - those of the workers 
/ind students in 1968 and 1970, shared by millions of men 
and women - which were not organized and led by the tra¬ 
il itional left and in particular not by tjie PCI. This fun- 
ilamentally changed the social and cultural behaviour and 
even the mores of the country. This change has occurred 
without and against the institutional left. 

To summarize crudely I will say that the themes of equal¬ 
ity and direct democracy were the leitmotivs of the great 
wtruggles and of the general strikes of the "two red 
years", the 1968-70 period. In the factories, against the 
policies of the trade unions, such slogans as "More pay 
fliid less work" and "Equal wage increases for all" regard¬ 
less of qualifications, were prominent. 

Ill the factories and in the schools, students were impos¬ 
ing de facto innovations in the training methods. In ad¬ 
dition, they were trying to develop links between culture 
fliul the problems of the working class. All of this com¬ 
pletely upset the balance of forces, the hierarchy and the 
organization of labour in the factories and in schools. 

All of this was also going against the highly authorltar- 
liin structure of the trade unions and the left parties; 

It was hitting hard at the interests of the "red bureau¬ 
cracy". 

Qi Among other things, the extra-parlimentary groups were 
ittempting to acknowledge the emergence of the mass work- 
ir as a potentially revolutionary form and supported in a 
progressive way their salarial and egalitarian demands. 

Can it be said that they forced the PCI to revise its 
positions on the mass worker? And why, then, did organi- 
Mt ions like Potere Operaio and Lotta Continua dissolve 
Ihemselves between 1974 and 1976? 

ff: You are asking me why these groups collapsed. I will 
inswer that we dissolved ourselves precisely because we 




were successful, as the political lines of Lotta Contlnua 
and Potere Operaio quickly became accepted by the masses, 
being spread through wildcat strikes and the educating 
work of hundreds of thousands of students. Subsequently, 
the trade unions adopted these lines, and even, in a cer¬ 
tain way, transformed their own organizations by demo¬ 
cratizing them. The Communist Party itself included in 
its programme, for the 1972 elections, some of the de^ 
mands of the extra-parlimentary left. 

This explains both the renewed electorial success of the 
traditional left and the crisis of the extra-parlimentary 
left. That means that the birth and growth of groups such 
as Lotta Contlnua and Potere Operaio marked the histori¬ 
cal end of the experience of communism and social demo¬ 
cracy in Italy as engines of social and political strug¬ 
gles, rather than a new start for these organizations 
towards a new mass practice or a second workers' move¬ 
ment. 

Lotta Continue and Potere Operaio had the excellent in¬ 
tuition to focus on the mass worker, the unqualified 
worker on the assembly line. This worker was already in 
existence during the post-war Industrial reconstruction. 
He was numerically in the majority, but he was being 
neglected or even rejected by the left trade union and 
political organizations which were dominated by the 
skilled workers who, though very qualified, were in ser¬ 
ious difficulty in the face of mass production technol¬ 
ogy. Thanks to Lotta Contlnua and Potere Operaio , this 
social majority of the mass workers became the central 
focus in politics and in trade unions. If you like, the 
extra-parlimentary left filled, in a very few years, the 
historical gap in the Italian workers'n movement, a move¬ 
ment which was still closely linked to the leninist ide¬ 
ology and to a social structure of the working class that 
had already been destroyed by technological progress. 

This constitutes the success and also the limits of the 
extra-parlimentary left. 

However, this success prevented us, in a way, from com¬ 
pleting the theoretical and practical criticism of the 
workers' movement. We took great care to avoid cutting 
ourselves off from traditional workers and their respec¬ 
tive trade union and political circles. Today, I think 
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this may have been a bad compromise because we centred 
our efforts on the factory as a privlledge locus of the 
Htruggle and of social transformations. Consequently, we 
didn't see that the struggle we led had provoked trans- 
lormations which had turned society into a gigantic and 
(inonymous factory and that a new type of worker, very 
contemporary in the Gramscian sense of the term, the 
"new social worker" had emerged. 

1.( 1 tta Continue followed the communist tradition up to a 
ridiculous point; that is to say, up to the point of 
transforming Itself into a Leninist party and to run for 
the municipal and legislative elections of 1976. This led 
lo a complete failure. Potere Operaio was theoretically 
less naive and had started to reflect on the "new social 
worker" on the very year of its dissolution in 1974. How¬ 
ever, the weight of leninist tradition, the still cen¬ 
tralised form of the organization, the super-valuation of 
formal politics, prevented it from renewing itself com¬ 
pletely and from taking its roots in the process of so¬ 
cial and political growth of the "new social worker". A 
posteriori, one can say that the only possibility Potere 
O peraio had to save the most positive part of its exper¬ 
ience was to dissolve itself. For that organization, its 
dissolution was its theoretical contribution towards so¬ 
cial liberation. 

Qi We know that the feminist movement has an important 
place in the Italian political landscape. What kind of 
diimands does it represent, what is its importance and 

What is its relationship with the other left movements 
in Italy? 

It is hard to answer in a few words a question that 
if so central to the Italian left. So I will not answer 
it in a systematic fashion. 

Jhf feminist movement, in its contemporary version of 
Ifurse, was born in Italy in 1970. It found among the ex- 
Iff-parlimentary left appropriate grounds for its devel- 
ipnent, to a point that the feminist movement almost 
U^ntified itself with the extra—parlimentary movement. 
Itflian feminists also worked with the Radical Party (a 
iMll liberal-socialist formation which was also open to 
finlnism). But this identification of the feminists with 
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the extra-parlimentary left did not take place without a 
radical change In the latter. One can say that feminism ! 
was the component most critical of the elements of con- | 
tinuity which existed between the extra-parliamentary left < 
and the traditional left. From this point of view, femin- | 
ism contributed enormously to the crisis of the extra- | 
parlimentary organizations. Most speclflcallv, in Potere 
Operaio, it is around the feminist experience that the 
discussion on the "new social worker" took shape because, 
for the feminists, the theoretical representation of this 
subject was the woman, especially the woman engaged in 
domestic work. 

Feminism also introduced in Potere Operaio , and subse¬ 
quently among the autonomists, the concept of difference 
as a positive value. This concept in short, constitutes 
the crucial theoretical notion of the "right to differ¬ 
ence" which can be found in The Critique of t he Gotha 
Programme by Karl Marx, but which had been submerged and 
forgotten in the tradition of the workers' movement. Ov¬ 
erall, without feminism, one cannot understand the break¬ 
up of the extra-parlimentary left and the formation of 
Autonomia . 

Q: One cannot forget the terrorist phenomenon in Italy 
which is very specific. How did it start? 


FP: The Red Brigades were formed at the same time as 
Lotta Contlnua and Potere Operaio; that is to say, in the 
fall of 1969. In 1976, the Red Brigades were like most 
marxist-leninist organizations: something folkloric and 
at the same time essentially harmless. At this time, then 
were no murders which could be attributed to the extreme 
left. The only form of terrorism, leading to murders, 
which existed was fascist terrorism, fed and directed by 
the secret services of the Italian state. 

It was only after 1976, that is to say, after the histor¬ 
ical compromise between the Communist Party and Christian 
Democratic Party (which has been in power since the end 1 
of the war), that left terrorist activity emerged. It was 
triggered because, with the historical compromise, the 
Communist Party was in fact entering into the government^- 
al majority. 
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Q: The international press mentions, especially since the 
Dozier affair, the existence of an international terrorist 
plot, where the Red Brigades are associated with other in¬ 
ternational terrorist factions. What do you think of this? 

I'l’: Among all those who are currently imprisoned, the 
courts have been unable to find a single one whose action 
was linked to a foreign power, in spite of the fact that 
I he State and the Italian press yelled and screamed that 
Icrrorism was the work of some obscure forces directed by 
elements external to Italy. For example, during the Moro 
III fair, Italian newspapers had banner headlines saying 
I hat the kidnapping of the Prime Minister was the work of 
lore.igners, the Italian people being incapable of such a 
crime. When they talk of terrorism in Italy, I think that 
I here is a bit of national masochism in the analysis of 
I he phenomenon. By constantly repeating the idea that 
terrorism originates outside Italy, they - in a way - ab- 
ttoLve the Italian nation which, hence, doesn't bear any 
responsibility when faced with the violence which emerges 
I rom itself. By refusing to admit that terrorism is a 
iwitional fact, they neither discover its causes nor find 
remedies for it. 

yi Lately, we have witnessed the formation outside Italy 
nr groups of intellectuals such as the "April 7th Commit- 
to demonstrate against the events of April 7, 1979. 

Ill large cities like London, Paris, New York, and Montre- 
il / protests have been raised against the procedures un- 
dnrhaken by the Italian State towards intellectuals and 
militants from the left. What does the "April 7th Affair" 
ITBpresent? 

fl’: The "April 7th Affair" takes its name from the day of 
April 7, 1979 when about a hundred Italian intellectuals, 
university professors, journalists, and writers were ar- 
fUMted. Presently, these people are still in jail await¬ 
ing trial. Nobody knows when or how these trials will 
like place, because the people Involved are being held in 
'preventative detention' which, under current Italian 
iiw, can last up to twelve years. As monstrous as it is, 
th« "April 7th Affair" is not an error or judicial mis- 
tlke. Rather, it is an episode in the political and cul¬ 
tural struggle that is taking place on the judicial ter- 
flln. What this is all about, to repeat the words of Ros- 
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Sana Rossanda (director of the newspaper, "II Manifesto'),| 
is actually a Dreyfus Affair at the industrial scale. 

In this affair, the State first put forward the hypothes¬ 
is that a certain number of intellectuals were the ones 
truly responsible for the political crimes which were 
committed in Italy over the last few years. Of course, 
this was not proven. On the judicial level, we are wit¬ 
nessing a gross farce - although it is much less tragic 
up to this point than that of the Soviet judges during 
Stalin's Moscow Trials. 

Interestingly enough. Justice Calogero - who is leading 
this operation - is a communist militant. He maintains 
that the accused are the "secret brains" behind all the 
terrorist organizations. Including the Red Brigades. 
Consequently, he considers these people to be responsible 
for all the terrorist acts which have taken place in 
Italy during the last few years. These accusations are 
much more serious than those which have been laid against 
the avowed and recognized leaders of the Red Brigades. In 
support of the charges, the only 'evidence' that has been 
entered consists of the published writings of the ac¬ 
cused I The whole affair became more absurd in the Spring 
of 1980, when the police arrested Patricio Peci - an im¬ 
portant leader of the Red Brigades - who decided to col¬ 
laborate. He testified that the "accused of April 7th" 
had absolutely no link with the Red Brigades. This forced 
the judges to acquit them of the spectacular charges that 
had been laid with respect to the Moro Affair and other 
episodes of Italian terrorism. Yet, the judges rewrote 
all of the judicial files and attributed to the "accused 
of April 7th' the responsibility for an "important insur¬ 
rection" which was left unspecified. The "accused of Apri 
7th" are nothing, nothing at all. But in a country com¬ 
pletely degraded by corruption, by terror and counter¬ 
terror, they can be almost everything: the hope and maybe 
the means to get out of this mess and to change life. 

Q: Seen from the outside, there seems to be a systematic i 
polarization of Italian politics, with the State and ter-" 
rorism as the principal agents. What is the present posi'* 
tion of the left extra-institutionalist and non-terrorist 
factions in this? 
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I'P: Italy is immersed in a very abnormal situation. All 
of the parties except those on the extreme right are in 
the government. Consequently, on the legal level, there 
Is no real political alternative. The official opposition 
lias negated itself by dispersing Itself in power. However, 
social opposition is still present. It is strong and deep¬ 
ly rooted in the country. In fact, the legal face of the 
lountry is getting further and further away from its real 
lace. Hence the fear of the Communist Party appears - its 
I ear of seeing new forms of political opposition, autono¬ 
mous and organized. 

The objective of the Communist Party is to destroy all the 
bridges on its left. To do that, the communist press is 
Involved in real campaigns of denial, delation, and slan¬ 
der by labeling as ’terrorist’ all kinds of organizations, 
notions, and struggles (even cultural ones) vdiich are au¬ 
tonomous to the traditional workers' movement. In ex¬ 
change for its support of the government, the Communist 
Party obtained the triggering of a massive repressive op- 
••ration against the extra-institutional left, an opera¬ 
tion which has no precedent in Italian history. The com- 
BHinlst judges are on the front line of this operation. 

They sign hundreds of arrest warrants for left militants 
Wlio are overtly critical of the Historic Compromise. 

Hence, to be critical means to be suspected of sympathy 
towards the terrorists. The historical irony here is that 
tills judicial repression is using the same articles of the 
penal code (written during the fascist dictatorship and 
Btlll enforced today) which were used forty years ago by 
the fascists to eliminate their socialist and communist 
ipponents. Among the most reknown victims of that re¬ 
pression was Antonio Gramsci. 

In a similar manner, still on the legislative level, the 
of the Historic Compromise have undertaken a re- 
Orm of the penal code which places an extreme emphasis 
•n its punitive character. 

In fact, it is a counter—reform since the changes which 
Mve been made are going to make the existing penal code 
^•n more repressive. In three stages (October 1976, 

Narch 1978, and December 1979) the Parliament modified the 
lede by increasing all the penalties for "associations 
With subversives," "thought crimes," and other political 
fffenses. Besides this, the maximum length for 'preventa- 
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tive detention' has been increased to twelve years. Also, 
the extraordinary power of the political police - as far 
as arrests and detention are concerned - was reinforced. 

Such a legislative counter-reform, which so directly at¬ 
tacks civil liberties, has been put into place just at a 
time when the economic crisis is hitting the country 
when degredation, corruption, the inefficiency of public 
institutions have all become commonplace not only in 
Italy, but also in foreign countries . The popular legiti¬ 
macy of this system of parties has hit its historical 
minimum. 

In these conditions, as the French historian Fernand 
Braudel has noted, it is absolutely normal that the 
terrorist phenomenon spreads quickly in a country and 
that it be destined to expand even further. A repression 
which has been more military than judicial has swept away : 
any form of open and legal opposition. It is only the 
clandestine organizations - the terrorists - which can 
resist and survive in the face of such exceptionally 
anti-freedom measures. The autonomists themselves have 
been either imprisoned or completely silenced. The ter- 
orists, even according to offical statistics, have been 
undergoing a tremendous growth. The same thing can be ^ 
said of confrontations between the police and the terror¬ 
ists, of torture, and of violent crimes in general. Triv-: 
ialized, terror and counter-terror are feeding each 
other. 

Q: Can it be said that this period of terror in Italy has 
been distorting the traditional forms of social expres¬ 
sion in your country? 

FP: All of this is not without consequences for the cul¬ 
tural life of the country. There is a vague feeling of 
fear which now possesses the intelligentsia. The critical' 
perspective, which in the past was the pride of the in¬ 
tellectual left in Italy, is fading away and is being re¬ 
placed by silence and conformism. Political debate is now 
impoverished. All discourse is now dominated by the logic 
of frlends/enemies, just as during the war. The original 
and creative experience of the autonomists remains essen-^ 
tially hidden due to the stereotyped and false dialogue i 
that is being spread by the two absolute minorities which 
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I'lirrently occupy centre stage - the Red Brigades and the 
repressive state. 

One can say that terrorism is a consequence of the degra- 
ildtion of Italian institutions rather than its cause. 

Wliat is even worse, terrorism is a politically suicidal 
response to a real problem: the Impasse of Italian socie- 
I y. Paradoxically, given the para-fascist and repressive 
Bcenario in which the political parties have engulfed the 
country, terrorism remains the only opposing force to the 
lelgme. And it is from there that it receives its incred¬ 
ible legitimacy. 

y: Hence, presently in Italy we have a civil society 
wliich has been annihilated; that is to say, a society 
where the sources of ideologies or divisions of the world 
wliich correspond to the warring social classes have been 
uplit, and vdiat comes out of it, through violence, is an 
Integration of these classes in spite of their opposition 
" which doesn't leave any political space for non-terror- 
iMt solutions. Is there any potential way to de-dramatize 
the social scene, to find an exit for society whether 
through the front or through the back door? 

1^1': To come out of this impasse, to avoid the Lebanonlza- 
tlon of the country, legality must be increased rather 
than restricted, freedoms must be multiplied rather than 
lltolished. In short, to win over terrorism, Italian so- 
iiety must be "deblocked." Political victory is possible; 
RllLtary victory is improbably and even deadly, fatal for 
III e country. This political victory would be available in 
I Prench solution, even if in Italy it must take a more 
lid leal face. The new social subject must be accepted as 
I legal subject and a charter of his rights must be de- 
llared. The political prisoners who are not guilty of 
iKirders must be released; the state apparatus must be 
purged of all the bureaucrats who were responsible for 
lirruption and abuse of power; legislative measures which 
iicentralize the state and prevent the control of its 
Vital centres by the parties and the corporations must be 
iflacted; the fascist code must be abolished; and so on 
ind so forth. 

Htwever, the political parties seem unwilling to take 
Ihla road. On the contrary, they restrict themselves to 
illogical reasoning. Inverting the cause and the effect. 
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and to combatting terrorism - as well as any extra insti¬ 
tutional space - as if it were there that all the wrongs 
that effect Italy reside. It is easier and more gratify¬ 
ing for the parties to proclaim themselves victims and 
to systematically accuse "the others": the Communist Par¬ 
ty denounces the manipulations of the CIA; the Christian 
Democrats denounce those of their favorite scapegoat 
Kadafi; and so on. Tied by the Historic Compromise, they 
refuse to analyse the social contradictions and to ac¬ 
knowledge the backwardness and degradation of the insti¬ 
tutions in the face of the present social development, 
that particular development which generates violence. 


PUBLICATIONS 

BREAKTHROUGH - The new issue of Prairie Fire Organizing 
Committee's political journal is now available with 
an article on the peace movement in the US, excerpts^ 
from a statement by Women Against Imperialistic War in 
W. Germany, and materials from the New Afrikan and 
Puerto Rican movements, as well as other articles. 

Send $1.50 to John Brown Book Club, POB 14422, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94114, USA or take out a subsription (for 4 
issues, $6.00 regular, $15.00 Institutional). 




A NOTE TO OUR READERS 


iWiice we first began publication of Resistance: Documents 
mill Analyses from the Illegal Front a year and a half 

there has been a major new political development in 
C.iiiada: the introduction of armed struggle. 

Till' impressively executed bombings of a B.C. Hydro sub¬ 
til.ition near Nanaimo, B.C., and of Litton Systems Ltd. 

In loronto, Ontario, both by the guerilla organization 
Dli c'ct Action, and the very successful firebombIng of 
Knl Hot Video stores in the Lower Mainland of B.C., by the 
Wliiimin's Fire Brigade have raised a vital debate on the 
iircd for militant, revolutionary actions amongst the eco¬ 
logical, anti-war, and women's movements, as well as among 
111!' left generally. These actions have demonstrated that 
Blncere, dedicated revolutionaries are quite capable of 
«( I .icking the oppressors now. 

An I he development of guerilla warfare in Canada advances, 
Niul the debate on this issue intensifies, there will be an 
pvon greater need to make communiques and analyses avail- 
dlili’, both from this country and internationally. 

Wt' would like to more effectively provide this informa- 
llon, but for this this we need your support. We would 
like to come out more often, increase both the production 
l|iin I ity and the size of the press run, as well as make 
BUii’c Individuals aware that this publication is available. 
1'(i do this we require your financial help: support us by 
Ipnding a donation, and/or by suscribing to Resistance . 

Our rates are as follows: 

Individuals: 4 issues for $8.00 
Institutions: 4 issues for $15.00 

w«> welcome comments, articles and exchanges with other 
pupors as well. Please address all requests for subs, 

•nd cheques or mailing orders and comments to: Friends 
or Diirruti, Box 790, Station A, Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 

Jl^CK ISSUES 

IttMuc #4, Fall 1982, is still available. Included in this 
iOHue are communiques from the RAF, FALN and Direct 
Art Ion, as well as an analysis of the Red Brigades and 
lomo other material. Send $2 for your copy. 








